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Pawav, Offober 14, 1774. 
The Cons REsS came into the following 
"Reſolutions. — 

Dal OTH 10 bn 
-HEREAS, ane the cloſe of the laſt - 
VV © war, the Britiſh: parliament- claiming 5 
a a power of right to bind the people of Ame- 
rica, by ſtatute in all caſes whatſoever, hath 
in ſome acts expreſsly impoſed taxes on them, 
and in others under various pretenoes, but in 
fact for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, hath 
impoſed rates and duties payable in theſe co- 
lonies, eſtabliſhed a board f commiſſioners | 
with unconſtitutional powers, and extended 
the juriſdiction of courts of admiralty, not 
only for collecting the ſaid duties, but for the 
trial of cauſes merely en eil n body 
of a donate 10 50 = 


71 * * 4 8 K * 8 «I * 
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* * 
. p 3 5 4 4 ? 


And whertas i in i Coniſeqaetios of othief ſta⸗ 
tutes, judges, who before held only eſtates at 
will in their offices, have been made depen- 
dant on the crown alone for their ſalaries, and 1 
ſtanding armies kept in time of peace. And” oy 
it has lately been reſolved in parliament, thak 
by force of a ſtatute made in the thirty-fifth 
year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth, 
coloniſts may be ttanſported-to' England” and 
tried there upon accuſations: for crealons nd 
or concealment of treaſons em- 
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mitted in the colonies; and by a late ſtatute, 


ſuch trials have been directed in caſes therein 


5 


mentioned. 


And whereas in the laft ſeſſion of parlia- 


ment, three ſtatutes were made: one intituled, 
« An act to diſcontinue in ſuch manner, and 


_ © for ſuch time. as arg therein mentioned, the 


landing and diſcharging, lading or ſhipping 

** of: goods, wares and merchandize, at the 
" Mn, and within the harbour of Boſton, 4 WY 
in: the, province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in. 
North-America. Another intituled. An 
85 act for the better regulating the. govern- 

% ment of the provinee of the Maſſachuſetts- 
% Bay in Ny - Eagland, And another intitu- 


led, An act for the impartial adminiſtratian 
eofjuſlice, in the caſes of perſons queſtioned: 


«« for any a& dane by them in the execution 
« f, the law, or for the ſuppreſſan of riots 


* and tumults, in the province of the Maſſa- 


* chuſetts-Bay, in New-England.” And an- 
other ſtatute was then made, for making 

* more effeckual proviſion for the government. 
«« of-the, piovinęs of Quebee, &. All which: 
ſtatutes; are impalitic, unjuſt: and eruel, as 


ang:deftructiveiof American righis. 


= * 
- # * ?! . : N 
1 43 
$.% & #4 4 4 * 


welbas unconffitutional, and: meſt dangerous 


— * 


Hin- nick: t ni 966m 5 10 
And whereas,, aſſemblies haye been fre- 


queantly;diflalyed, contrary to the rigiits of 


the people, when they attemꝑied ta de liberate 
on- grievanees; andò their: dutiful, humble, 
429911 3 loyal, 


(3.7) 


-Joyal, and reaſonable petitions to the crown, 


for redreſs, have been repeatedly treated with 


enen we his ene miniſters of ſtats. 


The good people of the ſevett eolaries' of 


New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett s-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland and Providence plantations, Connec- 
ticut, New-York; New-Jerfey, Pennſylvania, 


New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex on Delaware, | 


Maryland, Virgi inia, North- Carolina, and 
_ South-Carolina, Gat armed at theſe arbi- 
trary proceedings of parliar 
ſtration, have ſęverally elected, conſtituted, 


and appointed deputies to meet and fit in ge- | 


_ neral eongreſs'in the city of Philadelphia, in 
drder to obtain ſuch vſtabliſhment, as that 
their religion, laws, and liberties may T not b 
lubrerted: Whereupon the deputies ſo 4p- 
_ pbinted being now aſſembled, in a full 'and 

free repreſentation of theſe colonies; taking 
into their moſt ſerious conſideration the beſt 
means of attaining the etids aforeſaid; do in 
the firſt place, as Engliſhmen their anceſtors 
in like caſes have uſually dote, for aſſerting 
and vindicating theit Hghts and Wee 
DECLARE, | [SOIL 


wes IVE) 


That the dad Kihe Blight elo 
* in Nefth-Ameficd, by the imtiiutable 
laws of flatäre; the Pritieiples of the English 
eonſtitution, and the ſeveral ehatters or com- 
Te have the ub | RIGHTS. * 

2 Reſelved, 


t and admini- 


— 
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Reſolved, N. g.. 14/T "Ou they. are en- 
© titled to life, liberty, and property; and they 
have never, ceded: to any ſovereign power 
whatever, a right to e of either without 
D heir conſent, . rs 0 


e N. C. = 2. That our vapor, 
who firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the 
time of their emigration from. the mother 

Country, entitled to all the. rights, liberties, 

and immunities of free and natural born _ 


| Jecke. within the ß of England: 


 Reſelved, N. Git That by Hicks emi- 
| gration they by no means forfeited, ſurren- 
dered, or loſt any of thoſe rights, but that 
they were, and their deſcendants now are, en- 
titled to the exerciſe and enjoyment of all 
ſuch of them, as their local and other cir- 
cumſtances enable them to exerciſe and aney. 


Reſoheed, 4. That the N of Eng- 
liſh liberty and of all free government, is a 
right in the people to participate in their le- 
giflative council: and as the Engliſh coloniſts 
are not repreſented, and from their local and 
other circumſtances cannot properly be re- 
_ preſented. in the Britiſh parliament, they are 
entitled to a free and excluſive power of le- 
giſlation in their ſeveral provincial Legiſlatures, 
where their right of repreſentation can alone 
be preſerved, in all caſesof taxation and inter- 
nal- ed ſubject only to the negative of their 


ſovereign, 


| ſovereign, in ſuch: manner as has been heres | 
_ - tofore uſed and accuſtomed: But from the 


neceſſity of the caſe, and a regard to the 


mutual intereſts 'of both countries, we 


chearfully conſent to the operation of ſuch 


acts of the Britiſh parliament, as are bona 


fide, reſtrained to the regulation of our ex- 
ternal commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring 
the commercial advantages of the whole em- 
pire to the mother country, and the com- 
mercial benefits of its reſpective members; 
excluding every idea of taxation internal or 
external, for raiſing a revenue on the ſubjects 
in America without their conſent. 


Reęſolved, N. C. D. 5. That the reſpective 


POT Wer: are entitled to the common Jaw of 


England, and more eſpecially to the great 
and ineſtimable priviledge of being tried by 
their peers of the vicinage, n to the 
courls of that law, | 2. S417 


To 


Reſolved, 6. That F. ene 


e of ſuch. of the Engliſh ſtatutes, as 


exiſted at the time of their colonization; and 
which they have, by experience, reſpectively 


found to be applicable to their: em lr 


ang other circumſtances. ode 


— N 8 


| Reſolved, N.C. D. 7. That babes nis Ma- iſ 
| jeſty s colonies, are likewiſe entitled to all 


the immunities and privileges granted and 
| NO dene 
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confirmed to chem by 3 charters, or ſe. 


cured: by their ſeveral cidos of provincial laws. 


f 


. Kgſelurd. N. 0. D. 3. That they hits a 
right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 


grievances, and petition the King; and that 
all proſecutions, prohibitory proclamations, 
Sod commitments for the ſame, are illegal. 


— gblvel, N c. D. 9. That the keepiog 


a ſtanding army in theſe: colonies, in times of 


peace, without the conſent of the legiſlature 


of that colony in which wen e is zept, is 


againſt law. 


| Reſobved, N. C. D. 10. It is indiſpenſibly 


0 neceſlbry to good government, and rendered 


— by the Engliſh conſtitution, that the 
conſtituent branches of the legiſlature be in- 
dependant of each other; that, therefore, 


a the exerciſe of legiſlative. power in ſeveral 


colonies, by a council appointed, during 
pleaſure, by the crown, is unconſtitutional 
dangerous,” and deftrudive to the freedom of | 


On nene 


fs allentocb df which; "i aforeſaid a 
puties in behalf of themſelves, and their con- 
ſtituents, do claim, demand, and inſiſt on, as 
their indubitable rights and liberties; which 
cannot be legally taken from them, altered or 


5 em by 15 — without 


their 


(9920 


their own conſent, by their W in 
wer ſeveral provincial mage ed 9 8 
In the oourſe of our inquiry, we kad n many 
wii gements and violations of the- foregoin} 
rights; which, from an ardent deſite that 


harmony and mutual intercourſe of affection 


and intereſt may be reſtored, we paſs over for 
the preſent,” and proceed to ſtate ſuch acts 
and meaſures as have been adopted ſince tlie 

laſt war, which demonſtrate a e formed 


to enſlave America. 


? 
os We. 25 ®* 


:oiylond; N. C. D. That the Kltows 2 
af parliament are infringements and viola- 


tions of the rights of the coloniſts ; and Mite | 


the repeal of them is eſſentially neceſſi 
order to reſtors harmony between Great Bi- 
tain and the American colonies, VIZ. 


- 5 * ” 
* 172 77 ? 9 2 74 #3 : 
7 & 


{Thi ſqverdtiaQs'of 4 Geo. I. 4h Js aq 
hs 34.—5 Geo III. ch. 25.6 Geo. Ick. 
52.5 Geo. IIIb ch. 41. and ch. 46. 88880. 

[Hz ch. 22. which impoſe duties for the put- 


_ -poſecof raifing'a revenue in America, tte 


ce powers oft the admifalty courts" beyend 


-theic ancient limits, deprive'the American fub- 
ject of trial by jury, authorife the judges" cet- 
tificate to indemnify the pr —— from da- 


mages, that he ebe cftrpife BE td to, 


requiring pteſſive fecurity” from a claimant 
of Tips! ad gdods ſeized,” befpre he ſhall; be 


allowed to defend his property; and are fub- 


verſive of American Man 


Alf 


CEN 


* Alſo 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled “ An 
« at for the bettet ſecuring his Majeſty's 
«« dock- yards, magazines, ſhips, ammunition 
and ſtores.” Which declares anew offence 
in America, and deprives the American ſub- 
edt « of a conſtitutional trial by jury of the vi- 


_ ocinage,. by, authoriſing the trial of any perſon 
_ charged with the committing. any offence de- 


ſcribed i in the ſaid act out of the realm, to be 
indicted and tried for-the ſame in * . or 


county v th within the realm 


499441 * ty 


is 115 9 t 5 


, 
* 


Alſo the three acts paſſed in the nz fel. 
ſion of parliament, for ſtopping. the port and 


blocking up the harbour of Boſton, for alter- 


984998 


ing the charter and government of Maſſachuſ- 
fetts Bay, and that which is intituled, . Anatt 


| <6 for the better adminiſtration of ee, 


a 
«112 


#.,- a % S# © 


. Was + conquered from F rances 4? 

124415 i 01 871 ER | 

bt © the act . in the ſame: ſeſſion far 

FI. better alen i ſuitable quarters for of- 

" ficers.and ſoldiers in his * 8 ure in 
y Nb. Amerie, | . alle 


> 


. —ꝛ-̃ AGATE 


5 


Alſo, that the keeping a flanding army 


in ſeveral of theſe colonies, in time of peace, 
without the conſent of the legiſlature of that 
Pe in which ſuch. 7 is A pk is againſt 


The Da from time to time, | paſſe 
the following Reſolves: 2 | 


Reſobved, That this Congreſs do approve 
of the oppoſition made by the inhabitants of 
the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, to the execution of 
the late acts of Parliament; and if the ſame 
ſhall be attempted to be carried into execution 
by force, in ſuch caſe, all America ought to 
ſupport them 1 in their "oppofitient, f 


Reſolved, That it 1s the opinion at 0 


body, that the removal of the people of Boſ- 
ton into the country, would be, not only ex- 
tremely difficult in the execution, but ſo im 

ortant in its conſequences, as to require the 
utmoſt deliberation before it is adopted. But 


in caſe the provincial meeting of that colony 


ſhall judge it alutely neceſſary, it is the opi- 


nion of this Congreſs, that all America ought 


to contribute towards recompenſing them for 


the injury they may thereby ſuſtain; Pen It-. 


will be neue GER 
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tion of bis Majeſty's property, or any inſult 


le) 


| Reſolved, That this Congreſs do recom- 


mend to the inhabitants of the colony of the 


 Maſſachuſett's-Bay, to ſubmit to a ſuſpenſion 


of the adminiſtration of juſtice, where it can- 


not be procured in a legal and peaceable man- 


ner, under the rules of the charter, and the 
laws founded thereon, until the effects of our 


| 2 for a repeal of the acts, by which 


eir charter rights are infringed, is known. 


Refolved unanimouſly, T hat every perſon or 
perſons whomſoever, who ſhall take, accept, 


or act under any commiſſion or authority, in 


anywiſe derived from the act paſſed in the laſt - 


ſeffion of parliament, changing tae form of 
government and violating the charter of the 


province of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, 'ought to 
be held in deteſtation and abhorrence by all 
good men, and conſidered as the wicked tools 


of that deſpotiſm, which is preparing to de- 
ſtroy thoſe rights, which God, nature, and 
compact hath given to America. | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the people of 
Boſton-and the Maſſachuſett's- Bay, be adviſed 
{till to conduct themſelves peaceably towards 


his excellency General Gage, and his Majeſty's 
troops now ftationed in the town of Boſ- 
ton, as far as can poſſibly conſiſt with their 


immediate ſafety and the ſecurity of the town, 
avoiding and diſcountenancing every viola- 


to 


-4. 


to his troops; and that they 8 and 
firmly perſevere in the line in which they are 
now conducting themſelves on the defenſive. 


Reſolved, That the ſeizing, or attempting 
to ſeize any perſon in America, in order to 
tranſport ſuch perſon beyond the ſea, for trial 
of offences committed within the body of a 
county in America, being againſt law, will 
juſtify, and ought to meet with reſiſtance and 
Ne 


Sar URDAY, Ofteber 22. 


Reſolved, As the opinion of the congreſs; 
that it will be neceſſary that a congreſs ſhould 
be held on the oth day-of May next, unleſs 
the redreſs of grievances, which we have de- 
fired, be obtained before that time, —And we 
recommend that the ſame be held at the city 
of Philadelphia, and that all the colonies in 
North- America chuſe deputies as ſoon as 
an to attend ſuch congreſs. | 


Tozopar, Oftober 25. 


Reſolved, That the congreſs in their own 
names, and in behalf of all thoſe whom they 
repreſent, do preſent their moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgements to thoſe truly n oble, honor- 
able, and patriotic advocates X civil and reli- | 
gious. NF who have fo generouſly and 
| Te, E 
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powerfully, tho' un ſucceſsfully, eſpouſed and 
defended the cauſe of America, both in and 


aut of parliamenrn. 


A copy of the letter to General Gage was 


brought into Congreſs, and agreeable to order, 


» 
„ 


ſigned by the Preſident, and is as follows: 


Philadelphia, October 10, 1774. 
Sa... . 
? HE inhebitents of the town of Boſton 
KF have informed us, the repreſentatives of 
his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, in all the colo- 
nies from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, that the 


— 


fortifications erecting within that town, the 


frequent invaſions of private property, and the 
repeated inſults they receive from the ſoldiery, 
hath given them great reaſon to ſuſpect a plan 
is formed very deſtructive to them, and tend- 
ing to overthrow the liberties of America. 


Your Excellency cannot be a ſtranger to the 


ſentimens of America, with reſpect to the late 


acts of parliament, under the execution of 
which thoſe unhappy people are oppreſſed ; 
the approbation univerſally expreſſed of their 


conduct and the determined reſolutiou of the 


colonies, for the preſervation of their common 


rights, to unite in their oppoſition to thoſe 


acts. In conſequence of theſe ſentiments, they 


have appointed us the guardians of their 


rights and liberties, and we are under the 
deepeſt concern, that whilſt we are pur- 
| 1 | ſuing 


— AELL Ge IY 
—— __ — 128 5 


0 1 


ſuing every dutiful and peaceable meaſure 
to procure a cordial and effectual recon- 
ciliation between Great-Britain and the co- 
lonies, your Excellency ſhould proceed in a 
manner that bears ſo hoſtile an appearance, 


and which even thoſe oppreſſive acts do not 
warrant. 


We entreat your Excellency to conſider, 
what tendency this conduct muſt have, to 
irritate and force a people, however well dif- 
poſed to peaceable meaſures, into hoſtilities, 

which may prevent the endeavours of this 
Congreſs to reſtore a good underſtanding. with 


a parent fate, and may involve us in the 
horrors of a civil war. | 


In order therefors to quiet the: mind.” Sa” 
remove the reaſonable jealouſies of the people, 
that they may not be driven to a ſtate of def 
ration, being fully perſuaded of their pacikc 
diſpoſition towards the King's troops, could 
they be aſſured of their own ſafety, we hope, 
Sir, you will diſcontinue the fortifications in 
and about Boſton, prevent any further inva- 


fions of private property, reſtrain the irregula- 


rities of the ſoldiers, and give orders that the 

communications between the town and coun- 

try may be open, unmoleſted, and free. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the 
General Congreſs. 

| PEYTON Raxpor n, Prei 
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ASSOCIATION, &e. 


E, his Majeſty 8 DR loyal e 
the Delegatesof the ſeveral Colonies of 
New-Hampthire. Maſlachuſett's-Bay, Rhode- 
Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, 
| Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties of 
"Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and 
South Carolina, deputed to repreſent them in 
a continental Congreſs, held in the city of 
Philadelphia, on the fifth day of September, 
1774, avowing our allegiance to his Majeſty, 
our affection and regard for our fellow-ſubjedts 
in Great-Britain and elſewhere, affected with 
the deepeſt anxiety, and moſt alarming appre- 
henſions at thoſe grievances and diſtreſſes, with 
which his Majeſty's American ſubjects are op- 
preſſed, and having taken under our moſtſeri- 
ous deliberation, the ſtate of the whole conti- 
nent, find, that the preſent unhappy ſituation of 
our affairs, is occaſioned by a ruinous ſyſtem of 
colony adminiftration adopted by the Britiſh 
Miniſtry 


* — ts _— * 
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Miniſtry about the year 1763, ev teal FIT 


| lated for inſlaving theſe Colonies, and with 
them, the Britiſh Empire. In proſecution of 
which ſyſtem, various Acts of Parliament have 
been paſſed for raiſing a Revenue in America, 
for depriving the American ſubjects, in many 
inſtances, of the conſtitutional trial by jury, 


_ expoling their lives to danger, by directing a 


new and illegal trial beyond the ſeas, for crimes 


alledged to have been committed in America: 


And in proſecution of the ſame ſyſtem, ſeveral 
late, cruel, and oppreſſive Acts have been 

ſed reſpecting the town of Boſton and the Maſ- 
ſachuſett's Bay, and alſo an Act for extending 


the province of Quebec, ſo as to border on the 


weſtern frontiers of theſe Colonies, eſtabliſſi- 

ing an arbitrary government therein, and dif- 
couraging the ſettlement of Britiſh ſubjects i in 
that wide extended country; thus by the in- 


fluence of civil principles and ancient prejudices 


to diſpoſe the inhabitants to act with hoſtility 


againſt the free proteſtant Colonies, whenever 
a wicked Miniſtry ſhall chuſe foto direct them. 


To obtain redreſs of theſe grievances, which 


threaten deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and 


property of his Majeſty's ſubjects in North- 


America, we are of opinion, that a non- im- 


portation, non-conſumption, and non · expor- 
tation agreement, faithfully adhered to, will 


prove the moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable 


meaſure: And therefore we &o; for ourſelves 
. and 
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and the inhabitants of the ſeveral Culbaice; 
whom we repreſent, firmly agree and aſſo- 
ciate under the ſacred ties of virtue, honor, 
and love of our country, as follows, 


"Fir. That from and after the firſt oy of 
December next, we will not import intoBritiſh 
America, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any 
goods, wares or merchandize whatſoever, or 
from any other place any ſuch goods, wares or 


merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from 
Great Britain or Ireland; nor will we, after that 


day, import any Eaſt- India tea from any part of 
the world; nor any molaſſes, ſyrrups, paneles, 
coffee or piemento, from the Britiſh plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 


or the * eſtern Illands; z nor foreign ere . 


pant” That we will neither i import, nor 
purchaſe any ſlave imported, after the firſt day 


of December next; after which time, we will 


wholly diſcontinue the flave-trade, and will 
neither be concerned in ĩt ourſelves, nor will we. 
hire our veſſels, nor ſell our commodities or 
manufactures tothoſe whoare concerned 1 it. 


- — As a non. conſumption et; 


ſtrictly adhered to, will be an effectual ſecurity 


for the obſervation of the non- importation, we, 5 
as above, ſolemnly agree and aſſociate, that, 
from this day, we will not purchaſe or uſe any 


Tea ec on account of the Eaſt - India 
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company, or any on which a duty hath * 
zr ſhall be paid; and from and after the firſt 
day of March next, we will not purehaſe or uſe 
any Eaſt - India tea whatever; nor will we, nor 

halli any perſon for or under us, purchaſe or 
auſe any of thoſe goods, wares or merchan- 


dize, we have agreed not to import, which 


we ſhall know, or have cauſe to ſuſpect, were 
imported after the firſt day of December, ex- 


(cept ſuch as come under-the: rules and direc- 


| -tions:of the tenth article hereafter mentioned. 


>< Fourth. T he earneſt deſire we harm. not to 
«injure. our fellow - ſubjects in Great-Britain, 

Ireland, or the Weſt-Indies, induces us to 
ſuſpend a non- exportation, until the tenth day 


of September 1775; at which time, if the 


ſaid Acts and parts of Acts of the Britiſh par- 


Sliament herein after mentioned are not re- 


pealed, we will not, directly or. indirectly, 
export any merchandize or commodity what- 


ſoever to Great · Britain, Ireland. or the We- | 


Indies, except: rice:to. Europe. 


To Fifth. Such as are merchants, and uſe the 
2:Britiſhand-Iriſh-trade, will give orders, as ſoon 
as poſſible, to their factors, agents and corre- 


fpondents, in Great - Britain and Ireland, not to 


= ſhip any goods to them, on any pfetence what- 
ſoever as they cannot be: received in America; 


and if any merchant, reſiding in Gręat- Britain 
or 1 ſhall directly or indirectiy ſhip any 
D 8 


goods, 


bu SS 
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goods, wares or tnerchanalize, for America, i in | 

= ördes to break the faid non-importation agroe- 

ment, or in any manner contravene the ſame, 

on ſuch unworthy conduct being well atteſted, 

: it ought to be made public; and, on the Ane 

being ſo done, we will not from thenceforth 

have any commercial n with ſuch 

©" rherelane? © 93 IVE. do ONE HBO 5) 
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3 i Sar, That uch as are owners of veſſels 
. will give poſitive orders to their captains, or 
maſters, not to receive on board their veſſels 
any goods prohibited by the ſaid .non-impor- 
tation agreement, on pain of immediate diſ- 
© © hes from their ſervice. 5 "TOs 
Seventh) We will ase our Ken endeavours 
to 0 iiprove thebreed of ſheepandincreaſe their 
number to the greateſtiextent, and to that end, 
we will kill them as ſparing as may be, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of the moſt profitable kind; nor will 
ve export any to the Weſt-Indies or elſewhere; 
and thoſe of us who are or may become over- 
ſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare any 
0 ſheep, will difpoſe of them to our neighbours, 
. do to the poorer Ari on Aiden terms. 


t nin £ 144 „ 
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Bigbeb. That vrefenddb i in our den ta- | 
tions encourage frugality, economy, and in- 
= - Auſteys and promote agriculture, arts, and the 
| manufactures of this.country, eſpecially: that of 
wool, and will difooutentnte and diſcourage, 
3 1 — * 
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every ſpecies of extravagance an diſſipation, 


eſpecially all horſe- racing, -and all kinds. .of 


gaming, cock fighting, exhibitions of ſhews, 


plays, and other expenſive diverſions and ent 
tertainments. And on the death of any rela- 


tion or friend, none of us, or any of our fami- 


lies will go into any further mourning dreſs, 
than a black crape or ribbon on the arm or hat 
for gentlemen; and a black ribbon and neck- 


lace for ladies, and we will diſcontinue the 


giving of * and ſearfs, at funerals, 


: Ninth. That tuch as are 1 of nods 1 
or merchandize, will not take advantage of the 
ſcarcity of goods that may be occaſioned by this 
aſſociation, but will ſell the ſame at the rates 
we have been reſpectively accuſtomed. to do, 


for twelve months laſt paſt. And if any ven- 
der of goods or merchandize, ſhall fell any 


ſuch goods on higher terms, or ſhall in any 


manner, or by any device whatſoever, violate 
or depart from this agreement, no perſon 
ought, nor will any of us deal with any ſuch 
perſon, or his, or her fa ctor or agent, at any 
time e for any. c Whatever. 
04 e 17 

0 2 eb... In 2 any menchant * or 
3 5 perſons: ſhall import any goods or mer- 
chandize after the firſt! day of December, 
and before the firſt day of February next, the 
dame ought forthwith at the election of the 
owner, to be either reſhipped or delivered up the 
| | the 


p - 
ea. * — —kꝛů—ͤ 1] 2 ES 


ß— 4 me noi 


(20 


the committee of the county, or town wherein 
| they ſhall be i imp rted, to be ſtored at the 
riſque of the importer, until the non importa- 
tion agreement ſhalt ceaſe, or be-{old under 
the direction of the committee aforetaid; and 
inthe laſt mentioned caſe, theowneror owners 
of ſach goods, ſhall be reimburſed (out of the 
| fales)thefirſt coſt and charges, rhe profit, if any, 
to be applied towards relieving and employing 
ſuch poor inhabitants of the town of Boſton, as 
are immediate ſufferers by the Boſton Port- 
bill; and a particular account of all goods ſo 
returned, ſtored, or fold; to be inſerted in the 
public papers; and if any goods or mer- 
chandizes ſhall be imported after the faid firſt 
day of February, the fame ought forthwith 
to be ſent back again, without 1 w_ 
of the Packages thereof. 


| Ekveirb. That a Committee be choſen in 
every county, city, and town, by thoſe who 
are qualified to vote for Repreſentatives in 
- the legiſlature, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be at- 
tentively to obſerve the conduct of all per- 
ſons touching this aſſoriation; and when 
it ſhall be made to appear to the fatis- 
faction of 4 majority of any ſuch Com- 
mittee, that any perſon within the timits of 
their appointment has violated this aſſocia- 
tion, that ſuch majority do forthwith cauſe the 
truth of the cafe to be publiſhed inthe Gazette, 


GC 24.) 


ta the end, that all ſuch, foes. to, the rights, 
of Britiſh America may, be publicly known, 
and univerſally. contemned as the engmigs, 
of American liberty; and, thenceforth -we, 
reſpectively will break off all dgalipgs with, 
— ͤJT Fs lr RE 


T weht hb. That the Committee of Correſe 
pendence in the reſpective Colonies do, fe- 
quently inſpect the entries of their Cuſtom. 

_ Houſes, and inform each other from time to 
time of the true ſtate. thereof, and of every 
other material circumſtance that may occur 


kelative to this aſſociation, _ 


'Thivteenth, That all manufactures of this 
country be ſold at reaſonable prices, ſa that 

no _ undue advantage be taken of a future 
ſcarcity of goods. „„ 


PFourteenth. And we dg further agree and 
reſolve, that we will have no trade, com: 
merce, dealings or intercourſe whatſoeyer, 
with any colony or proyince, in North, 
America, which ſhall not accede to, or which 
ſhall: hereafter violate this aſſociation, but wi 
hold them asunworthy of the rights of freemen, 
and as ĩnimicalto the liberties of their country. 


Aude do fem ly bind oueſolges and. ? | 

conſtituents, under, the kies aforeſaid, to adhere | 

to this aſſociation until ſuch parts of the _ | } 
e veral 


E 


veral Acts of Parliament paſſed ſince the cloſe 
of the laſt war, as impoſe or continue duties 
on tea, wine, molaſſes, ſyrups, paneles, 
coffee, ſugar, piemento, indigo, foreign paper, 

glaſs, and painters colours, imported into 
America, and extend the powers of the Ad- 
miralty courts beyond their ancient limits, 
deprive the American ſubject of trial by jury, 
authoriſe the Judge's certificate to indemnify 
the proſecutor from damages, that he might 
_ otherwiſe be liable to, from a trial by his 
peers, require oppreſſive ſecurity from a clai- 
mant of ſhips orgoods ſeized,” before he ſhall 
be allowed to defend his property, are repeal- 
ed—And until that part of the Act of the 
12. G. 3. ch. 24. intituled, . An Act for the 
better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock yards, 
magazines, ſnips, ammunition, and ſtores,” 
by which, any perſons charged with com- 
mitting any of the offences therein deſcribed, 
in America, may be tried in any ſhire or 
county within the realm, is eps ed And 
until the four Acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament, viz. that for ſtopping the 
port and blocking up the harbour of Boſton 
That for altering the charter and govern- 
ment of the Maſſachuſett's - Bay And 
that which is intituled, An Act for the 
better adminiſtration of juſtice, &c. And 
that For extending the limits of Quebec, 
& are repealed. * And we 8 rater 
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the provincial conventions, and to the commit- 
tees in the reſpective Colonies, toeſtabliſh ſuch 
farther regulations as they may think proper, 
for carrying into execution this Aſſociation. 


The foregoin g Aforiation being determina 


upon by the ConGREss, was ordered to be 
ſubſcribed by the . Members thereof; 
and thereupon we have hereunto ſet our re- 
ſpective names eing. 


in Congreſs; Philadripbia, October 20, 1774. 
. 


FFT TON RANDOLPH, Prefident. 


OHN SULLIVAN, 
: New- Han ire $1 5 
a aar, LNarnaxixr Fo so. 


5 Tos CusHiNG, 

. | SAMUEL ADAMS 
Maſſachuſſett 5s Ba , 
Necbigſer Bex Jon A ans, 

ROBERT TREAT PAINE. 


STEPHEN, HOPKINS, 
32338 Wax p. | 


— 


CE: det DyER, 
gan 5 Conne@icut RoGER SHERMAN, 


81LAS DEANE. 


New=York | 
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*fIs&Ac Lo, 
uf Jon ATLsop, 
Jon Jay, 
New. York Janes DYANE, 
I WILLIAM FLOYD, 
8 Fee, 
ks. „ 


l blase, . 
WILLIAM IAViNdGs ren, 
er ge STEPHEN CRANE, 


Rienaxn SMI'TH.- 


f Joezrn Gartowar, 
JohN DickxinsoNn, 
e Cn ARIES HUM HRE Ss, 
Pennflvania TroMas MIFFLIN, 
„ EpwarD BIDDLE, 
„ | 705 Joan! Mor Ton, 


INE Ross. 


+ O28SAR- RoDnsy, 


Ne dil Se Tuomas M KRAN, 
ebe Rear. = 


Marne T1LGHMAN, 
F'TroMAs JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM Paca, 
SAMUEL CHASE. 


e Maryland 


O Virginia. 


en 
'Ricyuard HENRY LER, 
GEORGE WashixG ToN, 
P. HENRY, Jun. 
Ricnar»y BLAN D, 


[ BENJAMIN HARRISOx, 
EpMUND PENDLETON. 


Virginia. 


WILLIAM Hoorn, 
W pe 1 Joszpn Hewes, 


R. CASWELL. 


Henzy MipdittoN, 
ITuoMAs LYNCH, 
South- Carolina. 4 CHRISTOPHER GAbspx, 
1 Jon RuTLEDGE, 
1 5 EDWARD RUTLEDGE. 
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Appointed by this Cie By glifh Coltnies of 
Me- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett”s- Bay, Rhode- 
Land and Providence Plantations, Connec- 
_ New-York, Neu- Jerſe ey, Pennſyl- 

VG. The Lower Countles on Delaware, 

4 land, Vir. gina, North Cardlina; and 
South-Coroling, to confider of their Griev- 
ances in General Congreſs, at Philadelphia, | 
e 5th, 1774. 


Friends and Fellow Subjetts 


HEN a Nation, led to greatneſs by 
the hand of Liberty, and poſſeſſed of 
all the glory that heroiſm, munificence, and 

humanity can beſtow, deſcends to the un- 
grateful taſk of forging chains for her Friends 
and Children, and inſtead of giving ſupport 
Freedom, turns advocate for Slavery and 
ppreſſion, there is reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe has 
| 3 ceaſed to be virtuous, or been ex- 
 tremely negligent in the appointment of her 
rulers. 


In 


— ————ñ—— 2 —-—— PPP 40 * * N | ; a a 


( ap |) 


In almoſt every age; in repeated conflicts, 


in long and bloody wars, as well civil as fo- 
reign, againſt many and powerful nations, 
againſt the open aſſaults of enemies and the 
more dangerous treachery . of friends, have 
the inhabitants of DU. ifland, J * and. 


ES * 


derity. 


Be not ſurprized e that 1 are 


deſcended from the ſame common anceſtors; 
that we, whoſe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the conſtitution, 
you ſo juſtly boaſt, and who have carefully 
conveyed the ſame fair inheritance to us, 
guarantied by the plighted faith of govern- 
ment, and the moſt ſolemn compacts with 
Britiſh Sovereigns, ſhould refuſe to turrender 


them to men, who found their claims on no 


principles of reaſon, and who proſecute them 


with a deſign, that by having our lives and- 


property in their power, they may with the 
ne ane enſlave you. 


Me cauſe of A is now the object of 
univerſal attention: it has at length become 
very ſerious. This unhappy country has not 
only been oppreſſed, but abuſed and milrepre- 


| ſented; and the duty we owe to ourſelves and 


1 ne to your intereſt, and the general wel- 
io | fare 
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fare of the Britiſh empire, leads us to addreſs | 
you on this very important ſubje&. 


Know then, That we conſider ourſelves, and 
do inſiſt, that we are, and ought to be, as free 
as our fellew ſubjects in Britain, and that no 
power on earth has a right to take our pro- 
perty from us without our conſent. 


That we claim all the benefits ſecured to the | 
ſubject b - the Engliſh conſtitution, and parti- 
cularly at ineſtimable one of trial by j jury, 


That we hold it eſſential to Englich Liberty; | 
that no man be condemned unheard, or pu- 
niſhed for ſuppoſed offences, without having 
an opportunity of making his defence. 


That we think the Legiſlature of Great- 
Britain is not authorized by the conſtitution 
to eſtabliſh a religion, fraught with ſangui- 
nary and impious tenets, or, to erect an arbi- 
trary form of government in any quarter of 
the globe. Theſe rights, we, as well as you, 
deem ſacred. And yet ſacred as they are, 
they have, with many others, been repeatedly 

and flagrantly violated. 


Are not the Proprietors of the ſoil of Great- 
Britain Lords of their own property ? can it be 
taken from them without their conſent ? will 
they yield it to the ary * of any 

| man, 
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man, or number of men whatever ?=You 
know they will not, _ 5 18571 


Why then are the Proprietors of the ſoil of 
America leſs Lords of their property than you 
are of yours, or why ſhould they ſubmit it to 
the diſpoſal of your Parliament, or any other 
Parliament, or Council in the world: not of 
their election? Can the intervention of the ſea 
that divides us, cauſe diſparity in rights, or 

can any reaſon be given, why Engliſhſubje&s, 
who live three thouſand miles from the royal 
palace, ſhould enjoy leſs liberty than thoſe ' 
who are three hundred miles diſtant from it? 


Reaſon looks with indignation on ſuch diſ- 
tinctions, and freemen can never. perceive 
their propriety. And yet, however chimerical 
and unjuſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the Par- 
liament aſſert, that they have a right to bind 
us in all caſes without exception, whether we 
conſent or not; that they may take and uſe 
our property when and in what manner they 
pleaſe; that we are penſioners on their bounty 
c for all that we poſſeſs, and can hold it no. 
longer than they vouchafe to permit. Such 
declarations we conſider as herefies in Engliſh 
politics, and which can no more operate to 
deprive us of our property, than the interdicts 

of the Pope can diveſt Kings of ſceptres 

which the laws of the land and the voice of 
the people have placed in their hands. 
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Alt the conclufion of the late war —a war 
rendered glorious by the abilities and integrity 
of a Miniſter, to whoſe efforts the Britiſh 
empire owes its fafety and its fame: At the 
concluſion of this war, which was: ſucceeded 
by an inglorious peace, formed under the au- 
ſpices of a Miniſter. of principles, and of a 
family unfriendly to the proteſtant cauſe, 
and inimical to liberty.—We ſay at this 
period, and under the influence of that man, 
a plan for enſlaving your fellow ſubjects in 
America was concerted, and has ever ſince 
been e e ede e- into uon. Y 
i Doan 
Prior to this æra you were content with 
drawing from us the wealth produced by our 
commerce. You reſtrained our trade in every 
way that could conduce to your emolument. 
Jou exerciſed unbounded ſovereignty over 
the ſea, You named the ports and nations 
to which alone our merchandize ſhould be 
carried, and with whom alone we ſhould 
trade; and though ſome of theſe reſtrictions 
weep grievous, we nevertheleſs did not com- 
; we looked up to you as to our parent 
ſtate to which we were bound by the ſtrongeſt 
ties: And were happy in being inſtrumental | 
to Io your proſperity and your grandeur, 


We call upon you yourſelves, to witneſs our 
. and attachment to the common intereſt 
of the whole empire: : Did we — laſt 


War 
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war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt continent 
to the force which pelle our common ene- 
my? Did we not leave our native ſhores, and 
meet diſeaſe and death, to promote the ſucceſs 
of Britiſh arms in foreign climates? Did you 
not thank. us for our zeal; and eyen reimburſe 
us large ſums of money, which, you confeſſed, 
we had advanced beyond aur proportion: and 
11 bayond bur abilities?! You did. i 
SVEP!1 reorce 22211 2711 

Tos hat cauſes, W we to e 
the ſudden change of treatment, and that 
fyſtem3of ſlavery Which Was 5 18 us 

at themeſtorgtiön of peaca? Wing 
nn ü s % 

Before ve had: recovered from = diltrelics 
which ever attend war gt an attempt was made 
to drain this cohotryt of all its money, bye the 
oppreſſiye Stampraci.¶ Paint, glaſs, = other - 

_ commodities, which! yon would not permit 
us to purchaſe of anstieg, were taxec; 

nay, althaughi no wine is made in any country 
ſubject to the Britiſſi tate, you prohibited our 
procuringiit of foręigtiers, without paying 
a tax}; impoſed by 5 rliament, on all 
we imported. 'Fhefe! and many other im- 
. poſitions, were laid upon us moſt. unjuſtliy 
and unconſtitutionally, for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of raiſing a revenue. In order to 
ſilence complaint, it was, indeed, provided, | 
that this revenue ſhould be expended in 
America for its protection and defence.—- 
1 are W can receive no fuili- 


fication 


we 


(„ 


fication from a pretended neceſſity of protect. 
ing and defending us. They are laviſhly ſquan- 
dered on court favourites and miniſterial de- 
pendants, generally avowed enemies to Ame- 
rica and employing themſelves, by partial re- 
preſentations, to traduce and embtoil the 
. Colonies. For the neceſſary ſupport of go- 
vernment here, we ever were and ever ſhall 
be ready to provide. And whenever the 
exigencies of the ſtate may require it, we 
ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chearful- 
1y contribute our full proportion of men and 
money. To enforce this unconſtitutional 
and unjuſt ſcheme of taxation, every fence 
that the wiſdom of our Britiſh anceſtors had 
carefully erected againſt arbitrary power, has 
been violently thrown down in America, and 
the ineſtimable right of trial by jury taken 
away in caſes that touch both life and property. 
It was ordained, that whenever offences thould 
be committed in the Colonies againſt parti- 
_ cular Acts impoſing various duties and re- 
ſtrictions upon trade, the proſecutor might 
bring his action for the penalties in the Courts 
of Admiralty; by which means'the ſubject 
loſt the advantage of being tried by an honeſt 
uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and was 
ſubjected to the ſad neceſſity of being judged 
by a ſingle man, a creature of the Crown, and 
according to the courſe of a law which ex- 
empts the proſecutor from the trouble of prov- 
ing his accuſation, and obliges the defendant 
either to evince his innocence or to ſuffer. To 
8 5 give 
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give this new indicatory the greater importance, 
and as, if with deſign to protect falſe accùſers, 
it is further provided, that the Judge's certi-, 
ficate of there having been probable cauſes of 
ſeizure and proſecution, ſhall protect the pro- 
ſecutor from actions at common ary” * re 
— of damages. D en önnen, 
i nen 44 xt at 
By ia of our: REG offences com- 
mitted in ſuch of the Britiſh dominions in 
which courts are eſtabliſhed and juſtice duly 
and regularly adminiſtered, ſhall be 18 
tried by a jury of the vicinage. There the 
offenders and the witneſſes are known, and 
the degree of credibility to be given to their: 
3 Lenin ar can be aſcertained. hf 8 101 


In all theſe. e Julie is N 
and impartially adminiſtered, and yet by the 
cConſtruction of ſome, and the direction of 
other Acts of Parliament, offenders are to be 
taken by force, together with all ſuch perſons 
as may e egy out as witneſſes, and car- 
ried to England, there: to be tried in a diſtant 
land bp ury of ſtrangers, and ſubject to all 
the diſadvantages that reſult from want of 
e ee witnedes, and want of MARRY | 

i 4% 2} 7 jj! Tek 

— the den of raiſing a a -revenge from 1 
the duties impoſed on the importation of tea 
- into-America, had in great. meaſure been ren- 
. dered/ abortive by our geaſing to import that 
edle, a 3 was concerted by the 
F Miniliry 
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Miniſtry with the Eaſt-India company, and 
an Act paſſed enabling and encouraging them 
to tranſport and vend ĩt in the Colonies: Aware 
of the danger of giving ſucceſs to this inſidious 


_  mianeeuvre, and of permitting a precedent of 


taxation thus to be eſtabhſhed among us, va- 
rious methods were adopted to elude the 
ſtroke. The people of Boſton, then ruled by 
a. Governor, whom, as well as his predeceſſbr, 
Sir Francis Bernard, all America conſiders as 
her enemy, were exceedingly embarraſſed. 
The ſhips which had arrived with the tea 
were by his management prevented from re- 
turning.— The duties would have been paid; 
the cargoes landed and expoſed to fate; a Go- 
vernor's influence would have procured and 
protected many purchaſers. While the town 
was fuſpended by deliberations on this im- 
portant ſubject, the tea was deſtroyed. Even 
Bp A treſspaſs was thereby committed, 
and the Proprietors of the tea entitled to da- 
mages. The Courts of Law were open, and 
Judges appointed by the Crown proſided in 
them. The Eaſt-India Company however 
did not think proper to commence any ſuits, 
nor did they even demand ſatisfaction either 
from individuals or from the community in 
general. The Miniſtr ; it ſeems, officiouſly 
made the caſe their own, and the great Coun- 
eil of the nation deſcended to in termeddle 
with a diſpute about private property,—— 
Divers Papers, letters, and other _— 
Cat 
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cated ex pᷣarte evidence were laid before hams 
neither the perſons who deſtroyed the Tea, or 
the pevple of Boſton, were called upon to an- 
ſwer the complaint. The Miniſtry, incenſed 
by being diſappointed in a favourite ſcheme, 
were determined to recur from the little arts 
of fineſſe, to open force and unmanly violence. 
The port of Boſton was blocked up by a fleet, 
and an army placed in the town. Their trade 
was to be ſuſpended, and thouſends. reduced 
to the neceſſity of, gaining ſubſiſtence from 
charity, till they ſhould ſubmit to.paſs under 
the oke, and conſent to become ſlaves, by 
confeſſing the otnnipotence of Parliament, 
and uoquiciting, in-whatever, diſpoſition they 
mitzht think Proper to ale of their lives 
and Par. ili body 48 4280 
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Let juſtice dharma conſe. to be the bo 


boaſt of your nation] conſult your hiſtory, ex- 
amine your records of former tranſactions, nay 
tutn to the annals of the many arbitrary ſtates 
and k ingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew us 
a ſingle inſtance of men being condemned to 
ſuffer for imputed crimes, unheatd; unque- 
ſtioned, and without even the ſpecious for- 
— a trial; and that too by laws made 
ly for the purpoſe, and which had no 

* — at the time af the fact eommitted. 
If it be difficult to reeoncile theſe proceedings 
to the genius and temper of your laws and 
conſtitution, the taſk will become more. ar- 
tu6us when we call upon our miniſterial ene- 
F 2 mies 


nt} 


mies to juſtify, not only condemning men 
untried, and by hearſay, but involving the 
innocent in one common puniſhment with 


the guilty; and for the act of thirty: or forty, 
to bring poverty, diſtreſs and calamity om thir- 


ty thouſand ſouls, and thoſe not your enemies, 
but your f riands, breth ren, dale ects. 

„„ 21704 5 | 

e een * ſome biste tex us; if the 

catalogue of American oppreſſions ended here. 

It gives us pain to be reduced to the neceffity 


of reminding you, that under the confidence 


repoſed in the faith of government, pledged 
in a royal charter from à Britiſn Sovereign, 
the fore-fathers of the preſent inhabitants of 
the Maſſachuſett's-Bay left their former ha- 
bitations, and eſtabliſhed that great, 4 flouriſh- 
ing, and loyal Colony. Without incurring 


br being charged with a forfeiture of: their 


rights, without being heard, without being 


tried, without law, and without juſtice, by 


an Act of Parliament, their charter is de- 
ſtroyed, their liberties violated, their con- 
ſtitution and form of government changed: 


and all this upon no better pretence, than 


becauſe in one of their / towns-a treſpaſs was 
committed on ſome merchandize, ſaid to be- 
long to one of the Companies, and becauſe 
the Miniſtry were of opinion, that ſuch high 

olitical regulations were neceſſary to com- 
pel due e en you nee to their 
Manasse INT, +: OLOLEHTLTASE 
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Nor are theſe the only gap t 88 


under Which we labor. We might tell of, 
diſſolute, weak and wicked Governors, having, 
been ſet over us; of , Liegiſlatures, being ſuf⸗ 
pended for aſſerting the rights of Britiſh ſub- 


jects of needy and ignorant dependents on 


great men, advanced to the ſeats of Juſtice, 


and to other places of truſt, and importance; 


—of hard reſtrictions on commerce, and a 


great variety of leſſer evils, the recollection of 
vrhich is almoſt loſt under the weight and preſ- 


ſure of greater and more Pina calamities. 


JOY! _ er: 


"dow mark the progrefiion. of. the miniſ- 
terial play for epilayingy us. 
| Wel aware that foch hardy attempts to 

take our property from us; to deprive us of 

that valuable right of trial by jury; to ſeize 
our perſons, and carry us for trial to Great 

Britain; to blockade our ports; to deſtroy 

our Charters, and change our forms of go- 
vernment, would occafion, and had already 


* co 


3 


occaſioned, great diſcontent in all the Colo- 


nies, which might produce oppoſition to theſe 
meaſures; An Act was paſſed to protect, in- 


demnify, and ſereen from puniſhment ſuch as 
might be guilty even of murder, in endeavour- 


ing to carry their oppreſſive edicts into execu- 
tion: And by another Act the dominion of 
Canada is to be ſe extended, modelled, and 
| * as that by being diſunited from us, 

78 | | detached 
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getienen from our intereſts, by Givi as well 
as religious prejudices, that hy their numbers 
daily ſwelling with Catholic emigrants from 
= Europe, and by their devotion to'Attniniſtra- 
tion ſo friendly to their religion, they might 
become formidable to us, and on : oceation, 
be fit inſtrumentts in the hands of power, to 
reduce the ancient free Proteſtant Colonies to 
the ſame ftate of ee with themſelves.” 
10 fn. 18/8 
This was evidently” ie"objece of the Net! a 
And im this view being extremely danger - 
ous to our liberty and quiet, we cannot for- 
bear complaining of it, as hoſtile” to Britiſh 
America.---Superadded to theſe conſidera- 
tions, we cannot help deploring the unhappy 
condition to which it has reduced” the many 
Engliſh ſettlers, who, encouraged by the 
Royal Proclamation, promiſing the enjoy 
ment of all theit rights, have pur 
eſtates in that country. They are now the 
ſubjects of an arbitrary government, deptived · 
of trial by jury, and when impriſoned can- 
not claim the benefit of the habeas corpus 
Act, that great bulwark and palladlum of 
Englifh liberty : Nor can we ſuppreſs out 
aſtoniſhment, that a Britiſh "Parliament 
ſhould ever conſent to eſtabliſh in that coun- 
try a un Kerlen in n Mand in 
blood iety, bigotry, 
cution, munter a and rebellion ah veer 
pe of the world. c Thi | 
| 18 


(C38: ) 
This being a true ſtate of as, let us be- 
5 leech you to conſider to what end they lead. 


Admit chat the Miniſtry, by the power of 
Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholic 
_ neighbours, ſhould be able to carry the paint 


of taxation, and reduce us to a ſtate of perfect 


humiliation and flavery. Such an enterprize 
would doubtleſs make ſome addition to your 

national debt, which already preſſes down 
| your liberties, and fills. you with Penſioners 


and - Placemen,---We /preſuine, alſo, chat : 
your commerce will ſomewhat be diminiſhed, 
However, ſuppoſe you ſhould prove victorious 


in what condition will you then be? What 
advantages or ons þ nn. wil, vou reap from 
uy a ae 5 | 


May not a Miniſtry _ this x ae armies 
enflave you—it may be ſaid, you will ceaſe 


to pay them---but remember the taxes from 


America, the wealth, and we may add, the 


men, and particularly the Roman Cathalics 


0 this vaſt continent will then be in the 
power of your enemies---nor will you have 
any reaſon to expect, that after makiny ſlaves 
of us, many among us ſhould: refule to _ 
| in in ending you, to the: ſame 95 tate, 


Do no treat this as Abies ate ng | 

that in leſs than half a century, the quit- rents 

e to the Cronin from. * numberleſs 
| grants 
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grants of this vaſt continent, un pour large 
ſtreams of wealth into the royal coffers, and 
if to this be added the power of taxin 

America at pleaſure, the Crown will be ren- 
dered independant on you for ſupplies, and 


will poſſeſs more treaſure than may be neceſ- 


fary to | purchaſe the remains of Liberty in 
your, Iland.——In a word, take care that 
you do not fall into the pit that is een 


for us. 


We believe, there is ab much virtue. W 
Juſtice, and much public ſpirit in the Engliſh 
nation- To that juſtice. we now appeal. 
You have been told that we are ſeditious, 
impatient of government, and deſirous of in- 
dependancy. Be aſſured that theſe are not 
facts, but calumnies Permit us to be as 
free as yourſelves, ' and we ſhall: ever eſteem 
à union with you to be our greateſt glory and 


our greateſt happineſs, we ſhall ever be ready 


to contribute all in our power to the welfare 
of the Empire---we ſhall conſider your ene- 
mies as nas enemies, yu your iet as 
„ o 

2 15 ö 5 * 1 


But if oa: are eie that N Minif⸗ 


5 ſhall wantonly ſport with the rights of 


mankind---If neither the voice of juſtice, 
the dictates of the law; the: principles of the 


- conſtitution; or the ſuggeſtions of humanity 


can "reſtrain. your hands from ſhedding human | 
a blood 


G4 4 2 
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blood i in ſuch an impious cauſe, we e muſt then 
tell you, that we never will ſubmit to be 
hewers of wood, or Arayers of FRE 5 wa 


118887 
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"miniſtry © or nation in the world. Ts 


Place us in TRE? fame fituition, tae: we e 
at the cloſe of the laſt. N 5 and Our former 
harmony will be reſtored.” 


* 
- « * — — 
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But ſeſt tlie ſame p and lade Ude 
inattention to our common intereſt, which . 
have for ſeveral years ſhewn, ſhould continue : 

we think it prudent to anticipate the. conle- 
quences. 
| By the deſttuction of FT ih * h 
* Miniſtry have endeavoured to induce ſu 
miſſion to their meaſures.— The like fate may 
befal us all, we will endeavour therefore to 
live without trade, and recur for ſubſiſtence 
to the fertility and bounty of our native ſoil, 
which will afford us all the neceſſaries and 
ſome of the conveniences of life.- We have 
ſuſpended our importation from Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland ; and in leſs than a year's 
time, unleſs our grievances ſhould be re- 
dreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our exports to thoſe | 
kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies. | 


It is with the utmoſt regret however, that | 
we find ourſelves compelled by the over- 
ruling * of ſelf-preſeryation, to adopt 

G meaſures 


meaſures e in their conſequences to 
numbers of our fellow ſubjects in Great- 
Britain and Ireland. But we hope, that the 
magnanimity and juſtice of the Britiſh Nation 
will furniſh a Parlament of ſuch wiſdom, in- 
dependance and public ſpirit, as may ſave the 
violated rights of the whole empite from the 
devices of wicked Miniſters and evil Coun- 
ſellors, whether in or out of office, and thereby 
reſtore that harmony, friendſhip and fraternal 
affection between all the Inhabitants of his 
Majeſty's kingdoms and territories, ſo ar- 


ently wiſhed tor 7 every true and Ppneſt 
American. rings. 


The ConGREss then Mos the 9 
'of the memorial to the inhabitants of. the Britijþ 
colonies, and the none, ame being. debated, by para- 
Hae and amen We Was ee #14, 16 4s 
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INHABITANTS or THE! colo 


Of . Hampſhire,” Maſſichuſett' 7 B | 
: Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations ;' 
Connecticut, Neu- York, New- Jerſey, 197 
: ſpfoanta, the Counties of Newc 21 In 


and Suſſe on Delaware; Maryland, Ys 15. b 


e North Carolina and S Carb. 


OJ:1 184 5g 4 


Friends and Fellow Countrjmen, 40 3111 its 10 


E, the Delegates appointed Pigs : 
good people of the above Colonies BY: 


meet at Philadelphia in September laſt, for 
the purpoſes mentioned by our reſpective b 


Conſtituents, have in purſuance of the truſt. 
repoſed in us, aſſembled and taken into our moſt 


ſerious conſideration the important matters f 


recommended to the Congrels. Our reſolu- 
tions, thereupon will be herewith communi- 


cated to you. But as the ſituation of Farne; 8 


affairs grows daily more and more alarming; 
and as it may be more ſatisfactory to you to 
be informed by us in a collective body, than 
in any other manner, of thoſe ſentiments that 
have been approved, upon a full and free 
diſcuſſion by the Reptefentatives of ſo great 
a. part of America, we eſteem. ourſelves 
| 0 2 obliged 
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obliged. to add this Addreſs to theſe Reſolu- 
tions. 


— 


0 — © 
1 


In every caſe of enn by a 8 to 
their rulers, or of one ſtate to another, 
duty to Almighty God, the creator of all, 
requires that a true and impartial judgment 
be formed of the meaſures leading to ſuch 
appoſition; and of the cauſes by which it has 
been provoked, or can in any degree be 
ju ged That neither affection on the one 
hand, nor teſentment on the other, being 
permitted to give a wrong biaſs to reaſon, it 
may be enabled to take a diſpaſſionate view 
of all the circumſtances, and ſettle. the public 
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ee minds deeply impreſſed IH a ſenſe 2 t | 
theſe truths, we haye diligently, deliberat v 
and calmly enquired into and confidered thoſe. 
exertions, both of the legiſlatiye and executive 
power of Great-Britain, which have excited ſo 
much uneaſineſs in America, and have with 
equal fidelity and attention "conſidered the. 
e of the Caloyigs. W the whole, we 
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fend. ourſelves reduced to the diſagreeable al- 
ternative, of being filent and betraying the: 
innocent, or of ſpeaking out and cenſuring 
thoſe we wiſh to revere.- In making our 
choice of theſe diſtreſſing difficulties, we pre- 
fer the courſe dictated by honeſty, and a re- 
gard for the welfare of our count. 
Soon after the concluſion of the late war, 
there commenced a memorable change in the 
treatment of theſe Colonies. By a ſtatute made 
in the fourth year of the preſent reign, a time 
of profound peace, alledging, © the expedienty© 
new proviſions and regulations for extend 
ing the commerce between Great-Britain and 
his Majeſty's dominions in America, and the 
neceſſity of raiſing a Revenue'in the ſaid domi 
nions for defraying the expences of defending, 
protecting and ſecuring: the ſame, the Com- 
mon of Great- Britain undertook! to give and 
grant to his Majeſty many rates and duties, to 
be paid in theſe Colonies. To enforced the 
obſervance of this Act, it preſcribes a great 
number of ſevere penalties and forfeitures 
and in two ſections makes a remarkable di 
ſtinction between the ſubjects in Great- Bei. 
tain and thoſe in America. By the one, che 
penalties and forfeitures incurred there are td: 


be recovered in any of the King's Courts f? 


Record at Weſtminſter, or in the Court of Ex- 
xequer'in Scotland; and by the other the 
penalties and forfeitures incurred het are to! 
| beirecovered in any Court of Record, or in 
e any 
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any Court-of Admiralty or Vice- Admiralt 'Y, 47 
445 election of the farmer or proſecutor. 


The inhabjtants of theſe Colonies confiding 
in the juſtice of Great-Britain, were ſcarcely 
allowed /ufficient time to receive and conſider 
this Act, before another, well known by the 
name of the Stamp Acl, and paſſed in the fifth 
year of this reign, engroſſed their whole at- 
tention. By this ſtatute the Britiſh Parliament 
exerciſed in the moſt explicit manner a power 


of Zaxing us, and extending the juriſdiction 
of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty in 


the Colonies, to matters ariſing within the 
body of a county, directed the numerous pe- 
nalties and forfeitures, thereby inflicted, to 
be recovered i in the ſaid Courts. | | 


Io the fame 3 a tax was impoſed upon 


us, by an Act, Feviiſbigg ſeveral new fees 
in the cuſtoms. In the next year, the 


Stamp Act was repealed; not becauſe it was 
founded in an erroneous principle, but, as 


the repealing Act recites, becauſe the 


continuance thereof would be attended with 


many inconveniencies, and might be pro- 


ductive of conſequences greatly detrimen- 
tal to dhe commercial intereſt of Great- 


Britain 


In the ſame year, and by: a | abſequent AG. | 


it Was doclered, ee that his „ in Parlia- : 
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ment, of right, had power to bind the 
people of theſe Colonies: whe Statutes IN 
ALL CASES WHATSOEVER. 
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In be cate year, anette A wWas paſſed, 
Gb impoſing rates and duties payable in theſe 
| Colonies. In this Statute the Commons 
avoiding the terms of giving and granting. 
« humbly beſought his Majeſty that it might 
be enacted, &c.“ But from a declaration in the 
- preamble, that the rates and duties were “' in 
lieu of” ſeveral others granted by the Statute 
firſt before mentioned for raifing a revenue and 
from ſome other expreſſions it appears, that 
theſe duties were intended: for that purpoſe. 
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In the next year, (1767, ) an Act was made 
to enable his Majeſty to put the cuſtoms 
and otber duties in America under the manage- 
ment of Commiſſioners, &c.” and the Kin 
thereupon erected the preſent expenſive Board 
of Commiſſioners, for the expreſs purpoſe | 
of carrying into execution the ſeveral Acts re- 
lating to the revenue and trade i in America. 


After the regen! of the Or Act, having 
again reſigned ourſelves to our antient unſuſ- 
picious affections for the parent ſtate, and 
anxious to avoid any controverſy with her, 
in hopes of a favourable alteration in ſenti- 
ments and meaſures towards us, we did not 
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Preſs our objections againſt the above-men- 
Hong Statutes ee dent to that repeal. 


Adminiſtration attributing to rrifling cauſes, 


a conduct that really proceeded from generous 
motives, were encouraged. in the ſame year 
. (1767) to. make a bolder experiment on the 
Patience of America. 


By a Statute, commonly called the Glaſs, 


= Paper and Tea Act, made fifteen months af- 
ter the repeal of the Stamp-Act, the Commons 
of Great- Britain reſumed their former lan- 
guage, and again undertook to give and grant 


rates and duties to be paid in theſe Colonies,” 
for the expreſs purpoſe of © raiſing a revenue, 
to defray the charges of the adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, the ſupport of civil government, and 


defending the King's dominions,” on this con- 
tinent. The penalties and forfeitures, in- 
curred under this Statute, are to be recovered 
in the Same. manner, With thoſe mentignsd.s in 
the foregoipg Acts. 


To this Statute, ſo naturally tending to dil. 
turb the tranquillity then univerſal through- 
out the Colonies, Parliament, in the ſame 


ſeſſion, added another no leſs een 


Ever ſince the making the preſent peace, a 
ſtanding army has been kept in theſe Colonies. 
From relpeck for the mother country, the inno- 

vation 


( 49) 
vation was not only tolerated, but the provin= 


cial Legiſſatures generally made proviſion for 
ſupplying the troops. 1 


3 Aſſembly of the province of New- 

Vork, baving paſſed an Act of this kind, 
but differing i in ſome articles, from the di- 
rections of the Act of Parliament made in the 

fifth year of this reign, the Houſe of Repre- 
ating in that Colony was prohibited by a 
Statate made in the ſeſſion Jaſt mentioned, 
from making any bill, order, reſolution or 
vote, except for adjourning, or chuſing a 
Speaker, until proviſion ſhould be made by 
the ſaid Aſſembly for furniſhing the troops 
within that province, not only with all ſuch 

neceſſaries as were required by the Statute 
which they were charged with diſobeying, but alſo 
with thoſe required by two or other ſubſequent 

| Statutes, which. were declared to be in force 

| until the twenty-fourth day of March, 1 769. 


Thbeſe Statutes of the year 1757 revived the 
zpprehenſions and diſcontents, that had en- 
| tirely ſubſided'on the repeal of the Stamp 
Act; and amidft the juſt fears and jealouſies 
thereby occaſioned, a Statute was made in the 
next year (1768) to eſtabliſh Courts of Ad- 
_ miralty and Vie: Asal on a new model, 
erprelgl for the end of more ectually re- 
covering . the penalties and forfeitures inflicted 

| a of Parliament, framed for the pur- 
P ſe of raiſing a revenue in America, &c. 
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The immediate tendency. of theſe ſtatutes 
is, to ſubvert the right of having a ſhare in 
legiſlation, by rendering Aſſembfies uſeleſs; 


the right of property, by taking the money 
of the Coloniſts without their conſent ; ; the 


right of trials by jury, by ſubſtituting in their 
place trials in Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty 
Courts, where fingle Judges preſi ide, holding 
their Commiſſions during pleaſure; and un- 
duly to influence the Courts of Common 
Law, by rendering the Judges thereof totally 
dependant on the Crown for their ſalaries. 


Theſe PEE? to mention many others 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 
another, will be found, not only to form a regu- 


lar ſyſtem, in which every part has great force, 


but alle a pertinacious adherence to that ſyſtem 
for ſubjugating theſe Colonies, that are not, 
and from local circumſtances, cannot be re- 
preſented in the Houſe. of Commons, to the 
uncontroulable and unlimited power of Par- 
liament, in violation of their undoubted rights 


and liberties, in contempt of their humble 


and repeated ſupplications. 


This conduct muſt appear en aſtoniſnj- 
ite and unjuſtifiable, when it is conſidered 


how unprovoked it has been by any behaviour 


of theſe Colonies. From their firſt ſettlement, 
their bittereſt enemies never fixed on any of 


or 


_ 
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( 


or diſaffection to their Mother- Coviry: In 
the wars ſhe has carried on, they have exerted 
themſelves whenever required, in giving her 
affiſtance; and have rendered her ſervices, 
which ſhe has publicly acknowledged to be 
extremely important. Their fidelity, duty 
and uſefulneſs during che laſt war, were fre- 


quently and affectionart "confeſſed. in. his 
ft Maje ty and the 15 55 King. 
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The TPO of thoſe: who ate el un- 
friendly to the freedom of America, are prin- 
cipally levelled againſt the Province of, Maſſa- 
chuſetr' $-Bay ; but with 17 55 little reaſon, 
will a pear. by the 8119 g deplarations of 
a perſon, the truth! of whoſe chene in their 
favour, . will not be queſtiongd—Governor 
Bernard thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſ- 
ſembly, in his ſpeech on tþe 24th of *April, 
1762.—* The unanimity and diſpatch, With 
which you have complied with the 79u/ tions 
10 his Majeſty, require my particular acknow- 

gement. And it gives me additiona plea- 
Tre to obſerve, that you. have therein acted 
under no other influence than a due ſenſe of | 
_ Jour 28 both as members of a general em- 
. an as the body of A particular an 


In Auel ſpeech on the 25th of May 
hs ſame year, he ſays,— Whatever fn 1 1 
the event of the war, it muſt be no ſmalf fa- 
tisfaction to us, that this province hath, con- 
Fires its full ſhare to the ſupport of it. 
H 2 OP Every 
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| 8 thing. that hath been required of it 

bath been 15 Wage wwith-; and required of it 
of the powers committed to me, for raiſing 
the provincial troops hath been as full and 
complete as the grant of them. Never before 
were regiments fo eaſily levied, ſo well com- 
poſed, and ſo early in "he field. as they have. 
been this year; the common people ſeemed 
to be animated with the ſpirit of the general 
Court, and to vie with them in their readi- 
offs to ſerve. the King. 301993 
"Sek" was the conduct of the Peop le of the 
Maſſachyſett's-Bay, during the Gl 8 As 
to their behaviour | eforc that period, it ought 
not to have beert forgot in Great-Britain, that 
not only on every occaſion they had conſtantly 
and-.chearfully, camplied with the frequent 
royal requiſitions. - but that chiefly by their 
vigorous efforts, Nova-Scotia was ubdued i in 
1710, and Louiſboug NW 


2 Ppielg n quarrels being ended, and the do- 
medic. gilkorbanees, that quickly ſucceeded on 
account of the Stax p-Act, being quieted by its 
Rue” the ably of Maſſachuſett's Bay 
tranſmitted an humble addreſs. of thanks 
the King and divers Noblemen, and ſoon 
aftex paſſed a bill for granting compenſation | 
to; the (offerey ja the diſorder. occaſi 80 ad 
that act. 199 THIOT OT ; ' 20 
| "Theſe PEER FEI 155 the aig 
tracts from Governor rnard s Letters in 


1768, 
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1768, to the EarF of Shelburne, Seeretary of 
State, clearly ſhew, with what grateful ten- 
derneſs they ſtrove to bury in oblivion the 
unhappy occaſion of the late diſcords, and 
with what reſpectful reluctance they endea - 
voured to eſcape other ſubjects of future eon 
troverſy. The Houſe, (ſays the Governor) 
from the time of opening the ſeſſion to this; 
EN has fhewnoa diſpoſitiom to av ‚ all 
10 „ diſpute with me; eyery; thing having 
aſſed with as much good humour as I 
« could deſire, : except only their continuing 
tte act in adurejirg the King, remon/trating 
4 to the Secretary of State, and employing a 
fſepatate agent. It is the importance of thts, 
innovation, without any wilfulnefs of my 
*/ own, which induces me to make this re- 
e monſtrance at a time when I have a fair 
* proſpect of having, in all other buſineſs, 
& nothing but good to 7 of ihe enn 


an of wa rave dN "out 50 299 


=o . They have acted in yy Bae even in 
< their remonſtrance with temper and mdr. 
ration ; they have avoided ſome ſubjects of 
Nr diſpute, 2nd have hid a foundation for re- 
661; RE Wen cauſes = ne nenen 


e 1 ſhall ne FEW a bade and proper 
2 ub cf this Letter as, I hope, will perfectly 


©" reſtore the peace and tranquility of this | 


5 -®.. Janaaty 21, 1768. Ls January 30, 1768. 
E province 
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5 ince, for Which purpoſe era flaps 
ave been ad 8 en 4 9 
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The vindicaios of "RY province of Maſſu- 


chuſett s-Bay contained in theſe Letters will 


Have greater force, if it be conſidered, that 
they were written -ſeverab months * the: 


freſh alarm given to the colonies by the ſta- 
£ s paſſed in r _ lib 


: 


n oe; Ii. 28 Hr, 


5 ng place:it ſeems proper. to take, ae 


& the inſinuation in one of theſe ſtatutes, | 
that the interference of Parliament was ne- 


cefſary to provide for defraying the charge 
of the adminiftration of juſtice, the ſupport 
<« of civil government, and def ending _ 


1 enen deminiens: in America. c 


As to Adee firſt articles of expence, 

every colony had made ſuch proviſion, as by 
their reſpective Aſſemblies, the beſt judges 
on ſuch occaſions, was thought expedient, 


and ſuitable to their ſeveral circumſtances. 


Reſpecting the laſt, it is well known to all 


men the leaſt; acquainted with American 
affairs, that the colonies were eſtabliſhed, and 


have generally r m themſelves, without 


4 3 % 


that at the fame time her zaxing them by the 
ſtatutes before mentioned, moſt of them were 


* February 2, 1768. 1 * Fe 
2. HS a ia uring 
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labouring * heavy debts contractedi in 
the laſt war. So far were they from ſparing their 
money, when their Sovereign, conſtitutionally, 
aſked their aids, that during the courſe of that 
war, Parliament repeatedly made them com- 
penſations for the expences of thoſe ſtrenuous 
efforts, which, conſulting their zeal rather 
than their Feet * had n in- 

| curred. FLAC 


se ete as ther Acts of Parliemint before- 
mentioned; are, yet the conduct of Admini- 
Aration has been equally i EIN and irrie 
tating to this devoted country. 


Under pretence of governing them, ſo many 
new inſtitutions, uniformly rigid and dan- 
erous, have been introduced, as could only 
be expected from incenſed maſters, for col- 
lecting the tribute or rather the mms of 
conquered provinces... | | 


By an order of the King, the 3 of 
the Commander in chief, and under him of 
the Brigadiers general, in time f peace, is 
rendered ſupreme in all the civil governments 
in America; and thus an uncontroulable mi- 
litary power is veſted in officers nat known 
to the conſtitution of theſe colonies. 


ol large body of e ls A eee 
armament t of ſhips of war r bare been ſent _ 
| | aſſi 
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aſſiſt in 94 905 their money rn rack 
conſent. 2] | 


ol o > 


Rupees and a offices We bob 


meltiplied; and the acts of corruption indu- 
| m_ Py to FO and aa 
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Abe Judges of W! Adevivalty ind Vice 


Admiralty Courts are impowered to reeeive 


their ſalaries and fees from the effects to be 
eondemned by themſelves; the.Commiſſioners 


of the cuſtoms are impowered te break open 


and enter houſes without the authority of any 
civil magiſtrate. founded on legal information. 


Judges of Courts of Common Law have 
— made entirely dependant on the Crown | 


oe their on m and Aaluries. ; 


a n 100 beim: eſtablihed at Rhode- 


Inland for the purpoſe of taking * to 
ent to be tried. 


ewe ee Pe) whe 


6 — — of the people have been fre- 
quently treated with contempt; and Aſſem- 
lies haue _ N and wanne, 


diſfulved. 

From e for! 1 it GE 
appear, on what pretences of Nane, thoſe 
7 have been founded. 25 

T e 
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The cranquility of the colonies having been 
; again diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by 
the ſtatutes of the year 1767, the Earl of 
Hillſborough, Secretary of State, in a letter 
to Governor Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, 
cenſures the greſumption of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives for ** reſolving upon a mea- 


* {ure of ſo inflammatory a nature as that of 
te writing to the other colonies, on the fubjett of 


& their intended repreſentations againſt ſome late 
ce Afs of Parliament, then declares that, 


te his Majeſty conſiders this ſtep as evidently 


50 tending to create unwarrantable combina= 
* tions to excite an unjuſtifiable oppoſition to 
* the conſtitutional authority of Parliament,” 

and afterwards adds,—* It is he Kings plea- 
« ſure, that as ſoon as the General Court is 
« again aſſembled, at the time preſeribed by 
e the Charter, you mould require of the Houſe 


6 Of Repreſentatives, in his Majeſty's 8 name, 


«to reſcind the reſolution which gave birth 


« to the circular letter from the 'Speaker; 
« and to declare their diſapprobation of, 
« and diſſent to that raſh and * 3 


„ 
4 


Ric cceding.” 


« if ahi new MOTO) mould refuſe to 
uy « comply with his Majeſty's reaſonable ex- 


ee pectation, it is the King's pleaſure that you 
* ſhould immediately diffolve them.“ ON 
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agreeing 


„„ 
This letter being laid before the Houſe, and 
the reſolution not being reſcinded according 


to the order, the Aſſembly was diſſolved. A 


letter of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other 
Governors to procure. reſolutions approving 
the conduct of the Repreſentatives of Maſſa- 
chuſſett's-Bay, to be re/cinded alſo; and the 


Houſes of Repreſentatives in other colonies 


_ refuſing to comply, Aſſemblies were diſſolved. 


Theſe mandates ſpoke a language to which 


the ears of Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral 


generations been ftrangers. The nature of 
aſſemblies implies; a power and right of deli- 
beration ; but theſe commands proſcribing 
the exerciſe of judgment on the propriety of 
the requiſitions made, left to the Aſſemblies 


only the election between dictated ſubmiſſion 


and the threatened puniſhment : a puniſh- 
ment too, founded on no other act, than ſuch 
as is deemed innocent even in flaves—of 
in petitions for redreſs of grievances, 


** 


that equally affected all. 


The hoſtile and unjuſtifiable invaſion of the 


town of Boſton ſoon followed theſe events in 


the ſame year; though that town, the pro- 
vince in which it is ſituated, and all the co- 
lonies, from abhorrence of a conteſt with their 
parent ſtate, permitted the execution even of 
thoſe ſtatutes againſt which they ſo unani- 

3 . mouſly 
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mouſly were complaining, remonſtrating and 
ſupplicating. i 


Adminiſtration, rn to e a 
ſpirit of freedom, which Engliſh Migiſters 
ould have rejoiced to cheriſh, entered into a 
monopolifing combination with the Eaſt- 
India Company, to fend to this Continent 
vaſt quantities of Tea, an article on which 

a duty was laid by a ſtatute, that, in a par- 
ticular manner, attacked the liberties of 
America, and which therefore the inhabi- 
tants of theſe Colonies had reſolyed not to 
import. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina 
was ſtored, and not allowed to be ſold. Thoſe 
| ſent to Philadelphia and New-York were not 

permitted to be landed. That ſent to Boſton 
was deftroyed, becauſe Governor Hutchinſon 
would not ſuffer It to be returned. * 


on the l of theſe tranfiions 
arriving in Great- Britain, the public ſpirited 
town laſt mentioned was ſingled out for de- 
ſtruction, and it was determined, the province 
it belongs to ſhould partake of its fate. In 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, therefore, 
were paſſed the acts for ſhutting up the 
ort of Boſton, indemnifying the murderers 
of the inhabitants of Maſfachuſett's-Bay, 
and changing their chartered conſtitution of 
government, To inforce theſe acts, that 
% ie & Þ province 


— 
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province is again invaded by a fleet and 
army. 


To mention theſe $A BR proceedings, 
 is-ſafficient to explain them. For tho' it is 
pretended, that the province of Maſſachu- 
ſett's-Bay has been perticularly 8 
to Great-Britain, yet, in truth the behaviour 
of the people, in other colonies, has been 
an equal oppoſition to the power aſſumed 
„ by Parliament.” No ſtep however has 
been taken againſt any of the reſt, This 
artful conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It 
is expected that the province of Maſſachu- 
ſett's-Bay will be ircitated into ſome violent 
action, that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the 
Continent, or that may induce the people 
of Great-Britian to approve the meditated 
vengeance of an e and 7 0 


miniſtry. 


1 the 3 5 temper of that 
province ſhall diſappoint this part of the 
plan, it is hoped the other colonies will 
be ſo far intimidated as to deſert their bre- 
thren, ſuffering in a common cauſe, and that 


thus diſunited all may be ſubdued, 


To promote theſe deſigns, another meaſure 
has been purſued. In the ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment laſt mentioned, an act was paſſed, for 
hs the government of — by 

W hich 


( 


which act the Roman Catholic religion; in- 
ſtead of being tolerated, as ſtipulated by the 
treaty of peace, 1s eſtabliſhed ; and the peo- 
ple there deprived of the right to an aſſem- 
bly, trials by jury and the Engliſh laws in 
civil caſes aboliſhed, and inſtead thereof, the 
French laws eſtabliſhed, in direct violation of 
his Majeſty's promiſe by his royal proclama- 
tion, under the faith of which many Engliſh 
ſubjects ſettled in that province: and the 
limits of that province are extended ſo as to 
comprehend thoſe vaſt regions, that lie ad- 


Joining to the northernly and weſternly . 
daries of theſe colonies. | 


The authors 6 this Aubktrrye arrangement c 
flatter themſelves, that the inhabitants, de- 
prived of liberty, and artfully -provoked 
againſt thoſe of another religion, will be pro- 
per inſtruments for aſſiſting in the oppreſſion 
of ſuch, as differ Tomy them in modes of go- 
vernment and faith. 


From the detail of facts herein before re- 
cited, as well as from authentic intelligence 
received, it is clear. beyond a doubt, that a 
reſolution is formed and now is carrying into 
execution, to extinguith the freedom of theſe 


colonies, by ſubjecting oy vo to a eee 
gane 


. | .- 


(@ }- 

At this unhappy period, we have been 
authorized and directed to meet and conſult 
together for the welfare of our common coun- 
try. We. accepted the important truſt with 
difidence, but have endeayoured to diſcharge 
it with integrity. Though the ſtate of theſe 
colonies would certainly juſtifyother meaſures 
than we haye adviſed, yet weighty reaſons 
determined us to prefer thoſe which we have 
adopted. In the firſt place, it appeared to us 
a conduct becoming the character, theſe colo- 
nies have ever ſuſtained, to perform, even in 
the midſt of the unnatural diſtreſſes and im- 
minent dangers that ſurround them, every act 
of loyalty; and therefore, we were induced 
to offer once more to his Majeſty the peti- 
tions of his faithful and oppreſſed ſubjects in 
America. Secondly, regarding with the ten- 
der affection, which we knew to be fo uni- 
verſal among our countrymen, the people of 
the kipgdom, from which we derive our ori- 
ginal, we could not forbear to regulate our 
ſteps by an expectation of receiving full con- 
viction, that the coloniſts are equally dear to 
them. Between theſe provinees and that body, 
ſubſiſts the ſocial band, which we ardently 
wiſh may neuer be diſſolved, and which can- 
not be diſſolved, until their minds ſhall be- 
come 3 hoſtile, or their inattention 
ſhall permit thoſe who are thus hoſtile to per- 
fiſt in proſecuting with the powers of 95 

. | # realm 
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realm, the deſtructive meaſures already ope 


tating againſt the coloniſts; and in either 


cafe, ſhall reduce the latter to ſuch a ſitua- 


tion, that they ſhall be compelled to re- 
nounce every guard, but that of ſelf-preſer- 
vation, Notwithſtanding the vehemence 
with which affairs have been impelled, they 
have not yet reached that fatal point. We do 
not incline to accelerate their motion alrea 

alarmingly rapid ; we have choſen a method 
of oppoſition, that does not preclude a hearty 
reconciliation with our fellow-citizens on the 


other fide of the Atlantic. We deeply de- 


plore the urgent neceſſity that preſſes us te 
an immediate interruption of commerce, that 
may prove injurious to them. We truſt they 
will acquit us of any unkind intentions to- 
wards them, by reflecting, that we ſubject 
ourſelves to fimilar inconveniencies; that we 
are driven by the hands of violence into un- 
experienced and unexpected public convul- 
ſions, and that we are contending for free- 
dom, ſo often contended for by our anceſtors, 
The people of England will ſoon have an 
opportunity of — their ſentiments con- 
cerning our cauſe. In their piety, generoſity, 


and good ſenſe, we repoſe high confidence; 


and cannot, upon a review of paſt events be 
perſuaded that zhey, the defenders of true 


religion, and the aſſertors of the rights f 


mankind, 
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mankind, will take part againſt their affec- 
tionate proteſtant brethren in the colonies, in 
favour of our open and tbeir own ſecret enemies, 
whoſe intrigues, for ſeveral years paſt, have 
been wholly exerciſed in ſapping the foun- 
dations of civil and religious liberty. 


Another reaſon, that engaged us to prefer 
the commercial mode of oppoſition, aroſe 
from an aſſurance, that this mode will prove 
efficacious, if it be perſiſted in with fidelity 
and virtue; and that your conduct will be 
influenced by theſe laudable principles, can- 
not be queſtioned. Your own ſalvation, and 
that of your poſterity, now. depends upon 
yourſelves. You. have already ſſie wn that you 
entertain a proper ſenſe of the bleſſings you 
are ſtriving to retain. Againſt the temporary 
inconveniencies you may ſuffer from a ſtop- 
page of trade, you will weigh in the oppoſite 
balance, the endleſs miſeries you and your 
deſcendants muſt endure from an eſtabliſned 
arbitrary power. Vou will not forget the ho- 
nour of your country, that muſt from your 
behaviour take its title in the eſtimation of 
the world, to glory, or to ſhame; and you 
will, with the deepeſt attention, reflect, that 
if the peaceable mode of oppoſition recom- 
mended by us, be broken and rendered inef- 
fectual, as your cruel and haughty miniſterial 
enemies, from a contempuous opinion of your 
n | firmneſs, 


(a 


firmneſs, inſolently predict will be the caſe, 
you muſt inevitably be teduced to chuſe, ei- 
ther a more dangerous conteſt, or a final, 
ruinous, and infamous ſubmiſſion. 


Motives thus cogent, ariſing from the 
emergency of your unhappy condition, muſt 
excite your utmoſt diligence and zeal, to give 
all poſſible ſtrength and energy to the pacific 
meaſures calculated for your relief: But we 
think ourſelves bound in duty to obſerve to 
you, that the ſchemes agitated againſt theſe 
colonies have been fo conducted, as to ren- 
der it prudent, that you ſhould extend your 
views to the moſt unhappy events, and be in 
all reſpects prepared for every contingency; 
Above all things we earneſt ly. iritreat you, 
with devotion of ſpirit, penitence of heart, 
and amendment of life, to humble yourſelves, 
and implore the favour of Almighty God: 
and we fervently beſeech his divine oodneſs, 
to take 0 into his gracious prote&tion: 


{ 8 3 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


Friends ainl Fellow-$S ubjetts, 


Ec the Delegates of the Claes of 
þ - Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett's- 
Bay, Rhode Iſland, and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, the counties of Newcaſtle, 
Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, and: South-Caro- 
lina, deputed by the inhabitants of the ſaid 
Colonies, to repreſent them in a general 
Congreſs at Philadelphia, i in the province of 
Pennſylvania, to conſult together of the belt 
methods to obtain redreſs of our afflicting 
grievances, having accordingly aſſembled, and 
taken into our moſt ſerious 0 the 
| ſtate of public affairs on this Continent, 
have thought proper to addreſs your province, 
as a member therein deeply intereſted. 


When the fortune of war, after a gallant 
and glorious reſiſtance, had incorporated you 
with the body of Engliſh ſubjects, we re- 
joiced in the truly valuable addition, both 

"ol 
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on our own and your account ; expecting, as 

curage and generoſity are naturally united, 
our brave enemies would become our hearty 
friends, and that the Divine Being would 
bleſs to you the diſpenſations of his over- 
ruling Providence, by ſecuring to you and 
your lateſt poſterity the ineſtimable advan- 
tages of a free Engliſh conſtitution of go- 
vernment, which is the pou! of all En- 
gliſh ſubjects to enjojs* 


. Theſe hopes were confirmed by the King' O 
ee e iſſued in the year 176 3» plight- 
ing the-public faith for Your full enjoyment 

of thoſe e pere 5251 
Little did we imagins that any - taceoelifi 
Miniſters would fo audaciouſly and cruel} 
abuſe the royal authority; as to with-hotd 
from you the: fruition of the irrevocable 
rights, t to which 3 were thys juſtly. en- 
titled. | 
| But fince we have lived to ſee the unex- 

| pected time, when Miniſters of this flagi- 

tious temper have dared to violate the moſt 
ſacred compacts and obligations, and as you 
educated under another form of government, 
have artfully been kept from diſcovering the 
unſpeakable worth of that form you are now 
undoubtedly, entitled to, we eſteem it our 
duty, for the 8 reaſons herein after 
| | mentioned, 
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mentioned, to explain to you ſome of its 
moſt important branches. 


ec In every La: bxiety, (fiys the A 
brated Marquis: Beccaria) there is an effort 
continually tending ta. confer on one part the 
height of power and happineſs, and to reduce 
the other to the extreme of . weakneſs and 
miſery. The intent of good laws: is to op- 


. poſe this effort, and to diffuſe their influence | 
_ univerſally and equally,” 5} | 


Rules ſtimulated by this pernicious 
« effort,” and ſubjects, animated by the 
1 « intent of oppoſing good laws againſt 


have occaſioned that - vaſt variety of 
— that fill the hiſtories of ſo many na- 


tions. All theſe hiſtories demonſtrate the 
truth of this ſimple poſition, that to live by 


the will of one man, or ſet of men, is che 
production of miſery to all men. 


on the ſolid foundation of this principle, 
Engliſhmen reared up the fabric of their 
_conſtitution with ſuch a ſtrength, as for ages 
* Pi time, tyranny, treachery, internal 
and foreign wars: and as an illuſtrious 
| yl 2 * of your nation, hereafter mention- 
at obſerves, *<* They gave the people of 
their ee the form of ule own kgovern- 
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ment, and this government carrying proſpe- 
rity along with it, they have grown great 
nations in the foreſts they were ſent to in- 
habit.“ 5 FR | BY | 


In this form the firſt grand right is, that 
of the people having a ſhare in their o ＋ͥᷓuͤ 
government, by their repreſentatives, choſen 
by themſelves, and in conſequęnce of being 
ruled by laws which they themſelves ap- 
rove, not by edits of men over whom they, 
3 no controul. This is a bulwark ſur- 
rounding and defending their property, 
which by their honeſt cares and labours they 
have acquired, ſo that no portions of it can 
legally be taken from them, but with their 
own full and free conſent, when they in their 
judgment deem it juſt and neceſſary to give 
them for public ſervices, and preciſely di- 
rect the eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and moſt equal 
methods, in which they ſhall be collected. 


The influence of this right extends till 
farther. If money is wanted by rulers, who 
have in any manner oppreſſed the people, 
they may retain it, until their grievances are 

redrefſed ; and thus peaceably procure relief, 
without truſting to deſpiſed petitions, or 
diſturbing the public tranquility, 


VE The next great right is that of trial b 
jury. This provides, that neither life, 
; liberty 
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liberty nor property can be taken from the 
poſſeſſor, until twelve of his anexceptionable 
countrymen and peers, of his vicinage, who 
from that neighbourhood may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to be acquainted with his character, 
and the characters of the witneſſes, upon a 
fair trial, and full enquiry, face to face, in 
open court, before as many of the people as 
chooſe to attend, ſhall paſs their ſentence 
upon oath againſt him, a ſentence that can- 
not injure him, without inj juring their own 
reputation, and probably their intereſt allo ; 
as the queſtion may turn on points that, in 
ſome degree, concern the general welfare; i 
and if it does not, their verdict may form a 
precedent, that, on a ſimilar trial of their 
own, may militate againſt them. | 


4 


Another right relates merely to the "{ da 
of the perſon. If a_ ſubject is ſeized and 
_ impriſoned, though by order of government, 
he may, by virtue of this right, imme- 
diately obtain a writ, termed a Habeas Cor- 
pus, from a judge, whoſe ſworn duty it is to 
grant it, and thereupon procure any illegal 


reſtraint to be quickly aquired. into and 
redreſſed. 


A fonts right-i is, that of koldivg lands 
by the tenure of eaſy rents, and not. by rigo- 
rous and oppreſſive ſervices, frequently for- 
cing the poſſeſſors from their families and 


their 


AM 


their buſineſs, to perform what ought to 


be done, in all well regulated ſtates, by 


men hired for the purpoſe. 


The laſt right we mall mention, regards 


the freedom of the preſs. The importance 
of this conſiſts, beſides the advancement of 
truth, ſcience and morality, and arts in ge- 
neral, in its diffuſion of liberal ſentiments on 
the adminiſtration of government, its ready 
communication of thoughts between ſubjects, 
and its conſequential promotion of union 


among them, whereby oppreſſive officers are 
ſhamed or intimidated into more honourable 
and juſt modes of conducting affairs. 


| Theſe are the invaluable rights that form 


a conſiderable part of our mild ſyſtem of go- 
vernment; that ſending its equitable energy 


through all ranks and claſſes of men, defends 


the poor from the rich, the weak from the 


powerful, the induſtrious from the rapacious, 


the peaceable from the violent, the tenants 


from the lords, and all from their ſuperiors. 


| Theſe are the rights, without which a 
people cannot be free and happy, and under 
the protecting and encouraging influence of 


which, theſe colonies have hitherto ſo ama- 
zingly flouriſhed and encreaſed. Theſe are 


the rights a profligate miniſtry are now 
ſtriving, by force of arms, to ravith from us, 


and 
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and which we are, with one mind, reſolved 
never to reſign but with our lives. 


Theſe are the rights . you. are entitled to, 


and ought at this moment in perfection to 


exerciſe. And what is offered to you by the 


late act of parliament i in their place? Li- 


berty of conſcience in your religion? No. 


God gave it to you; and the temporal pow- 


ers with which you have been and are con- 
nected, firmly ſtipulated for your enjoyment 
of it. If laws divine and human, could ſe- 
cure it againſt the deſpotic caprices of wicked 
men, it was ſecured before. Are the French 
laws in civil cafes reſtored? It ſeems ſo. 
But obſerve the cautious kindneſs of the mi- 
nifters who pretend to be your benefactors. 
The. words of the ſtatute are, that thoſe 
© Jaws ſhall be the role, until they ſhall be 


varied or altered by any ordinances of the 


Governor and Council.” Is the certainty 


and lenity of the criminal law of England, 
and its benefits and advantages, commended 


in the ſaid ſtatute, and ſaid to have been 
ſenſibly felt by you, ” ſecured to you and your 
deſcendants? No. They too are ſubject to 
arbitrary © alterations” by the Governor and 
Council; and a power is expreſsly reſerved of 
appointing ſuch courts of criminal, civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, as ſhall be 
thought proper.“ Such is the precarious 
tenure of mere will, by which you hold your 
lives and religion. 


The 


(23 )) 


The Crown. and its Miniſters are. a 
powered, as far as they could be by Parlias 
ment, to eſtabliſh even the Inquiſition ieſelf 
among you. Have you an Aſſembly com- 
poſed of worthy men, elected by yourſelves, 

and in whom you can confide, to make laws 
for yon, to watch oyer your Welfare, and 
to direct in what quantity, and in what 
manner, your money all be taken from 
vou No... The power of making laws for 
you is Jodged. i in, the Gavernor, and. Council, 
all of them dependant. upon, and remove 
able at the pleaſure of a Miniſter.—Beſides, 
another lite ſtatute, made without your 
conſent, has ſubjected vou to the, impoſi- 
tions of, Exciſe, the horror. of, all free Rates, ; 
they. wreſting your! property. from you by the 
molt, odious of taxes, and laying open to 
inſolent tax-gatherers, houſes the ſœenes o 
domeſtic. peace and comfort, and called the 
caſtles of Engliſh ſnbjects in the books of 
their laws. And. in the very act for alter- 
ing your government, and intended to flat- 
ter you, you are not autheriſed to **,aflels, 
levy or apply. any retes and Zaxes,.. but; for 
the inferior. purpoſes, of making., roads, and 
erecting and repairing public buildmgs; or for 
other local conveniencies, within your re- 
ſpectiye towns and diſtricts. Why this de- 
Stading diſtinction 4 Oasht not the property 
2 In W 
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honeſtly acquired by Canadians to be held as 
ſacred as that of Engliſbmen? Have not Ca- 
nadians ſenſe enough to attend to any other 
public affairs, than gathering ſtones from 
one place and piling them up in another? 
Unhappy People! who are not only injured, 
but inſulted. Nay more — With ſuch a 
ſuperlative contempt of your underſtanding 
and ſpirit has an inſolent Miniſter preſumed 
to think of you, our reſpectable fellow- ſub- 
jects, according to the information we have 
received, as firmly to perſuade themſelves 
that your gratitude, for the i injuries and in- 
ſults they have recently offered to you, will 
engage you to take up arms, and render 
ourſelves the ridicule and deteſtation of the 
world, by becoming tools, in their hands, 
to aſſiſt them in taking that freedom from vs, 
which they have treacherouſly denied to you; 
the unavoidable conſequence of which at- 
tempt, if ſucceſsful, would be the extinction 
of all hopes of you or your poſterity being 
ever reſtored to freedom: For idiotcy itſelf 
cannot believe, that, when their drudgery is 
performed, they will treat you with leſs 
cruelty than they have us, who are of the 
fame blood with themſelves. 


What would your countryman, the im- 
mortal Monteſquieu, have ſaid t to ſuch a of 
| 0 
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of domination, as has been framed for you? 
Hear his words, with an intenſeneſs of thought 
ſuited to the importance of the ſubject.— 
In a free ſtate, every man, who is ſup- 
poſed a free agent, ought to be concerned in 
bis own government ; Therefore the legiſla- 
tive ſhould reſide in the whole body of the 
people, or their repreſentatives.” — “ The po- 
litical liberty of the ſubject is @ tranguility 
of mind, ariſing from the opinion each per- 
ſon has of his ſafety. In order to have this 
liberty, it is requiſite the government be ſo 
_ conſtituted, as that one man need not be 
afraid of another. When the power of 
making laws, and the power of executing 
them, are united in the ſame perſon, or in 
the ſame body of Magiſtrates, there can be 
no liberty; becauſe apprehenfions may ariſe, 
leſt the ſame Monarch or Senate ſhould' enact 
tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyran- 
age. manner,” | 


The power of 1 ſhould be exerciſed 
6 perſons taken from the body of the people, 
at certain times of the year, and purſuant 
to a form and manner preſcribed by law. 


There is no liberty, if the power of judging | be 
not ſeparated from the RING and executive 


Weste: * 
3 L Apply 
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© Military men belong to profeſſion, 
which” may be uſeful, but 7 en dangerous.” 

The enjoyment of liberty, and even its. 
ſupport and preſervation, confiſts in every 
man's being allowed. to ſpeak his thoughts, 
aun lay 115 his ſentiments,” 3 


Apply theſe deciſive maxims, Kanctified * 
the authority of a name which all Euro 
reveres, to your own Rate. You have a Go- 
vernor, it may be (urged, | veſted! with the 
erecutive powers, or the powers of adminiſtra- 
tion. In him, and in your Council; is Todged 
the power of making laws, You have Fudger, 
who are to decide every cauſe affecting your 
lives} liberty or Je Here is, indeed, an 
appearance of tlie feveral powers being ſepa- 
. rated and diftt ibntedifits' di ferent hands, for 
cheeks one upon another, the otily effectual 
mode ever invented by the Wit of men, to 
promote their freedom and proſperity. But 
ſcorning to be iluded by, a Unicles 2 


will find it, to ole: an Ver preion of 7 writ, 
tea painted ſepulchre,” Tor e. your lives, 
x ren i and an 


| v our 22 and your 8 Gotici, 
as it is called. are dependant on your Governor, 
and 


| La 
and he is d hendunt on the ſervant of the Crown 


in Great-Britain. The Jeg:/ative, executive 


and judging powers are all moved by the nods 
of a Miniſter. Privileges and immunities aſk 

no longer than his ſmiles. When he frownys, 
their feeble forms diffolve. Such a treacher- 
ous ingenuity has been exerted in drawitig 
up the code lately offered you, that every 


ſentence; beginning with a benevolent pre- 


tenſion, concludes with a deſtructive powet ; 
and the ſubſtrnce of the whole, diveſted of 
its ſmosth words, is---that the Crown and 
its Miniſter ſhall be-as abſolute throughout 


your extended province, as the deſpots of 
Acſia or Africa. What can protect your. pro- 


pefty from taxing edicts, and the rapacity of 


neceſſitous and cruel maſters? your perſons 


from Letters de Cachet, gaols, dungeons, and 


oppreſſive ſervice ? your lives in general liber- 


ty from arbitrary and unfeeling rulers? We 
defy you, caſting your view upon every fide; 
to diſdover a ſingle circumſtance, promiſing 

from any quarter the fainteſt hope of liberty 


to yu or your poſterity, but from an entire 


adoption into the union of theſe Colonies. 
What advice would the truly great mak 
befote mentioned, that advocate of freedom 
and 8 give you, was he tiow livin 


and knew that we, your numerous an 


8 | 2 powerful | 
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powerful neighbours, animated by a zun love 
of our invaded rights, and united by the in- 


diſſoluble bands of affection and intereſt, 
called upon you, by every obligation of regard 


for yourſelves and your children, as we now 


do, to join us in our righteous conteſt, to 


make common cauſe with us therein, and whe 
a noble chance for emerging from a humili- 
ating ſubjection under Governors, Intendants, 
and Military Tyrants, into the firm rank and 
condition of Engliſh freemen, whoſe cuſtom 
it is, derived from their: anceſtors, to make 
thoſe tremble, who dare to think of making 
them miſerable.” 


Would not this be the purport of his . 
dreſs ? . Seize the opportunity preſented to 


vou by Providence itſelf. You have been con- 


quered into liberty, if you act as you ought. 
This work is not of man. You. are a ſmall 
people, compared to thoſe who with open 
arms invite you into a fellowſhip. A mo- 
ment's reflection ſhould convince you which 
will be moſt for your intereſt and happineſs, 


to have all the reſt of North-America your 


unalterable friends, or your inveterate ene- 
mies. The injuries of Boſton have rouſed 


and aſſociated every colony, from Nova-Scotia 


to Georgia. Your province is the only link 
wanting to compleat the bright and ftrong 
chain, 
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chain of union. Nature has joined your 
country to theirs. Do you join your politi- 
cal intereſts. ' For their own ſakes, they 
never will deſert or betray you. Be aſſured 
that the happineſs of a people inevitably de- 
pends on their liberty, and their ſpirit to 
aſſert it. The value and extent of the ad- 
vantages tendered to you are immenſe. Hea- 
ven grant you may not diſcover them to be 
bleſſings after ene ime bid FI) an HEINE : 


adieu.“ 


We are too well acquainted with the li- 
berality of ſentiment diſtinguiſhing your na- 
tion, to imagine, that difference of religion 
bow 8 you againſt a hearty amity with 
| ' You know, that the tranſcendant na- 
= of freedom elevates thoſe, who unite 
in the cauſe, above all ſuch low-minded in- 
firmities. The ' Swiſs Cantons furniſn a 
memorable - proof of this truth. Their 
union is. compoſed of Catholic and Prote- 

ſtant ſtates, living in the utmoſt concord and 
peace with one another, and thereby enabled, 
ever ſince they bravely vindicated their free- 


dom, to defy and defeat every tyrant chat 
has invaded them. | 


Should there be any among you, as there 
| gn are in all ſocieties, who * the 


favours 
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favours of miniſters, and their own intereſts, 


ta the welfare of their country, the temper 


of ſuch ſelfiſh per ſons will render them in- 
eredibly active in oppoſing all public ſpirited 
meaſures, from an expectation of being well 
rewarded fer their ſordid induſtry, by their 
ſuperiorss but we doubt net you . will be 
upon yaur guard againſt ſuch men, and not 
ſacriſice the: liberty and happineſs of the 
hole Canadian people and their poſtexity, to 
gratify the avarice and ambition of indivi- 
duals. | | 
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We do not aſk you, by this addreſs, to 
commence acts of hoſtility againſt the go- 
vernment of our common, Sovereign. We 
only invite you to conſult; your own glory 


and welfare, and not to ſuffer yourſelves to 


be;inveigled or intimidated by infamous mi- 
niſters ſo far, as to become the inſtruments 
of their cruelty and deſpotiſm, but to unite 
with us in one ſocial, compact, formedion 
the generous principles of equal liberty, and 


and endearing offices, ag to render it perpe- 


tual. - In order to: complete this highly de- 


ſireable union, we ſubmit. it to your confi» 
deration, whether it may not be expedient 
for you to meet together in your ſeveral 


towns and diſtricts, and elect deputies, Wh 


afterwards 
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aſterwards_meeting. in a provinoial congreſs, 


+ 


may chuſe delegates, to repreſent your pror 


vince in the continental Congreſs to be eld 


at Philadelphia, en the tenth day of Mey, 
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In this preſent Congteſs, beginning on the 
th of laſt month, and continued. to this 
day, it has been with unjverſal pleaſure, and 
an unanimous vote, reſolved, That we ſhould 
conſider the violation of your rights, by the 
act for altering the government of your pro- 
.. Vince, as a violation of our own, and that 
you ſhould be invited teac de ito; out con- 
federation, which has no other objects than 
the perfect ſecurity of the natural and civil 
rights.of all the. conimuent members, ac- 
cording to their reſpective circumſtances, 
and the preſevation of a happy ard Hſting 
conection with Great- Britain, on the ſalutary 
and conſtitutional principles herein before 
mentioned. For effecting theſe purpoſes, we 
have addreſſed an humble and loyal petition 
to his Majeſty, praying relief of our grievan- 
ces; and have aſſociated to ſtop all importa- 
tion from Great Britain and Ireland, aſter 
the firſt day of December, and all exportations 
to thoſe kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies, after 
the tenth day of next September, unleſs the 
ſaid grievances are redreſſed. . 
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That Almighty God may incl your minds 
to approve our equitable and neceſſary mea- 
ſures, to add youtſelyes to us, to put your 
fate, whenever you ſuffer injuries which you 
are determined to oppoſe, not on the ſmall 


influence of your ſingle province, but on the 


conſolidated powers c of North-America, and 
may grant to our joint; exertions an "event 
as happy as our cauſe is Juſt, is the fervent 


Prayer of us, your. ſincere and affectionate 
Friends ani fellow ſuby _— 
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H E Meniorial: of the Count. 0 
Guines, Ambaſſador. from the King 
af France to the Court of Great Brinaing 
Tranſlated from the Paris Copy. E 


The 3 md deventh 5 of * 
Debates and Proceedings of the Houſe of 


Commons, which complete that Work to the 


Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, on the firſt 
of October, 1774. 108. 6d. in boards. 


* * Thoſe noblemen and gentlemen, who 


are in poſſeſſion of any of the former volumes 
of this Work, are deſired to complete their 


Sets as ſoon as poſſible; becauſe there will 


be no more detatched Volumes ſold, [when 
the Preſent Impreſſion is diſpoſed, of. 


Juſt pub iſhed, 


The nine former Volumes of this Col 
lection of the Debates and Proceedings of the 
Houſe of Commons, from 1742 to 1772; 


bound 21. 145. —— This eleven Volumes neatly | 


bound: and lettered, 31. 68. 


The Proteſts of the Houſe of Lordi from 
1242 (the firſt open record) to 1772. 2 Vols. | 


The 


bound, 13s. 6d. 
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| * The Debates of the Houſe of Commons 
|; of, Ireland, in the Years 1763 and 1764. 
1 Taken by Sir James Caldwell, Bart. and 

N dalleated, by permiſſion, to the Earl of 
=_ :- . 2 Vols. bound, 128. 


| The 3 ſixteen Volumes (being all 
1 printed in Octavo) may be had 'uniformly 
1 bound, handſomely gilt and lettered, five 
1 Pounds, or four Guineas and an half, plain 
| | | — This ſet of Books is one of the moſt uſe- 
dul and proper to be placed in a Gentleman's 
| | Library, it being allowed to oontain he 
15 UN of the eee Times. 
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| | 5 7 bere 15 ow, an for-fome Time paſt has been 
preparing for the Preſs, 

An Modan of the Debates and Proceed- 

| ings of the: Houſe of Lords from 17423 at 

| which Time, the Collection of : Debates of 

| | | Lords and Commons, known by che Name 
1 | of Chandler's: Collection, ceaſes; and to 

WM which, this Collection of Lords and Com- 

| | mons is offered as a Continuation, to the 

| Diſſolution in 1774. 
| ** As it is known that an Account of 
| 25 Proceedings of the Houſe of Lords du- 
ring this Period, was taken, it is humbly. 
aden of any Gentleman, who may be i in 
Poſſeſſion of any Speeches, Papers, or other 
Materials, proper for this Work, that he will 
be ſo obliging to communicate them to the 
Publiſher, who will make any SI PURWIOn, 
if required, - 


